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! "#$! %&'()*+(! ,-'$.+/0! 1%2,345! Sialia currucoides, is a cavity-nesting 

passerine (Koch 2012) native to northwestern North America. Once a common sight, the 

Mountain Bluebird now appears to be in decline across the continent. Little information 

is available specific to MOBL conservation and preservation. While the reasons for the 

species’ apparent decline are largely unknown, speculation exists surrounding the cause 

or causes. Sympatric competition may exist with other MOBL, or asympatric competition 

with other species. The Tree Swallow (TRES), Tachycineta bicolor, appears to be taking 

over nest boxes once inhabited by MOBL. Alternatively, or additionally, MOBL decline 

may be the result of decline of their preferred habitat and food source (Koch 2012).  

Hundreds of boxes have been put up on MOBL grids in areas near the Beaverhill 

Bird Observatory (BBO), but none have been extensively monitored. This study uses 

quantitative and qualitative data collected from these nest box grids to attempt to 

determine the habitats surrounding nest boxes that are preferred by MOBL. It was 

predicted that MOBL would prefer to nest in boxes surrounded by agricultural-type 

lands. The statistical null hypothesis predicted that there would be no habitat preference 

made by MOBL.   
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