
Weekly Update August 22nd to 28th 
 

This week we are very much beginning to feel the effects of fall. A couple of days that 
began barely above zero and the trees dropping yellow leaves into the nets have us starting to 
think about Saw-whets and as much as we will miss summer, we are excited to see those owls! 
Along with the cool temperatures, increasing winds are forcing us to close early some days, but 
we are still getting high numbers and diversity of species. We were excited even to see Frank the 
Porcupine three times this week. We hope he might be hanging around more as fall starts to set 
in! 
 

This Wednesday was the last day of work for one of the summer assistants, Emily. Emily 
has been a very hard worker throughout the season. She participated in Spring and Fall Migration, 
MAPS, and banded the majority of the 1000 Mountain Bluebird, Tree Swallow, and House Wren 
chicks living in our nestboxes. She kept the lab well maintained and was always friendly to 
guests. She researched and ran fun and educational games for kids during events and was all 
around fun to be around. As a publication for this summer she created an aging guide for House 
Wren chicks by studying two House Wren nests in our nestboxes from the day the chicks hatched 
until they were almost two weeks old. This will allow future interns and even others outside of the 
BBO to better determine at what age to correctly band House Wren chicks. She ended this 
summer with over 1000 birds banded and 49 species (she’ll be back to round that number up to 
50)! We wish you the best of luck in your future studies Emily!!! 
 

 
Measuring a House Wren chick under a week old! 

 
This week the crows have been flocking in the hundreds around the lab in early morning, 

sometimes making deafening noise, and we have begun to see flocks of geese beginning their 
migration. However, this also means that other species we like to see will be on their way out as 
well. Unfortunately we think we might be seeing the last of our hummingbirds this week. Though 
this is sad for us, it is good for them; they will migrate hundreds of kilometres to where they will 
be able to survive the warmer winters in the south. 



We were visited this week by an environmental class from Augustana campus. They 
joined us for banding in the morning, and got to see a few cool birds. We also found ourselves 
with a surprise visit from Kevin and Amelie this week! Amelie ran the BBO for the last two years 
and Kevin assisted her. Great to see you both! 
 

This week has ended with a number of cool raptors hanging around – a juvenile Coopers 
Hawk has been sighted several days while it rests before continuing to migrate. This bird has been 
very helpful in chasing large flocks of songbirds into our nets for us to band. On Friday, it flew 
into the net in front of me, and then proceeded to flap itself out without delay. Darn! Next time. 
 

Thank you to our visitors, volunteers, and board members: Janos, Geoff and Gemma, 
Irene, Augustana class, Kevin and Amelie, Robyn, Lynda, and Ed. 
 

Banded Repeats1 Returns2 Foreign3 Other4 Total
Alder Flycatcher 5 5
Least Flycatcher 48 4 1 53
Black-capped Chickadee 10 13 1 1 25
House Wren 4 1 5
Swainsons Thrush 5 5
Red-eyed Vireo 2 2
Warbling Vireo 2 1 3
Tennessee Warbler 5 1 6
Yellow Warbler 8 8
Magnolia Warbler 4 4
Myrtle Warbler 7 7
Blackpoll Warbler 5 5
Northern Waterthrush 5 5
Wilson's Warbler 3 1 4
Black and White Warbler 2 2
American Redstart 21 1 22
Ovenbird 8 8
MacGillivray's Warbler 3 3
Cedar Waxwing 2 2
Clay-coloured Sparrow 1 1
Song Sparrow 1 1
White-throated Sparrow 2 2
Lincoln's Sparrow 2 2
Downy Woodpecker 2 2
Mourning Warbler 4 4
Eastern Phoebe 2 2
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 2 2
Blue-headed Vireo 2 2
Common Yellowthroat 1 1
Total 166 21 1 0 5 193

1 Banded recently (within 90 days) at the BBO.
Net Hours:  89.5 NH 2 Banded at the BBO > 90 days prior to recapture (e.g. in   
Capture Rate:  216 birds/ 100 N 3 Banded at a location other than the BBO.

4 Caught in a mist-net but not banded (e.g. escaped net). 


