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The Bam 0wl is cne of he most widaly
distributed of all kand birds. 1t i found
throwghoul most of Britain and Europe,
goroas most of Asia, Alfca, and lhrough-
oul much of Morh America. It is also
found in grassland arcas of South
Amaiaa, As well 85 oceanic islands such
as the Galapagos and Hawaii."" This
spacies resides in Morh America from
southwestem Bitish Columbia through
Washinglon, Oregen, northern Utah,
southam Wyarming, southerm Michigan,
te soulhem Ontarie. From Massachi-

Figure 1. Norih American
distribufion of the Barn Owl.
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gafte, ke range runs south o Florda
and Ihrowgh the entie seuthemn Unibed
States Into South America.” The Bam
Owl is rare in (he northemn tler of the
Urited States, north of letitude 417, bug
it increases in abundance southwand
(Figura 1).2

Thie Barn Owl is limited in (5 narlhen
distribution. In Montana, the Bam Owl
is a siray or acoidental species, with
fewer tham 15 records in the siate (D.
Halt, pers. comm.). Il has been
suggested thal the Barn Owl may
wander north to seutharn Alberta,
sautherm Saskalchewan, and southam
Manitoba.”™ |n British Colurmbia,
breading records are restricted lo
southern Vancouver island from Sooke
to Ladysmith, and in the Fraser
Lowlands from Vancouwver and Peifal
Island easi thiough the Fraser Aher
alley 1o Hope." Mon-bresding records
spread farher through the southem Gull
Izignds and along the coast af
southeastern Yancouyer |sland [Sooke
e Campbell River). There ara
exiralimital records from Brackendals,
the Okanagan Valley, Wast Koolaray al
Trall, Creston, Valamount, and Fort &1
Jafn, *

In Saskatchewan, one specimen was
abtained from Bakcarres in 1910 and
another from Aylesbury in 1524, Mine
additional racorde appear in lhe Allas
of Saskaichawen Birds which dascribes
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the Barn Owl as a spring/fall ransiant
and a summir vigitant. InAugust 1985,
a Barn Owl was observed in an
ahandoned barn approsimately 16 km
norheast of Senlac, Saskalchewan
{across the border from Provosl,
Albera) (M. Heckbern, pars. comm. ).

Thare ara no conlirmad records for
Barn Owis in Albafa and s bird is 0o
even on the hypothatical list for speckes
in Alberia.® A Barn Owl had been
reported at Lathbridge in 1979, however
the pheds included with the accoun was
aof an Eastarn Sereach-Owl® Ondy ana
hypothetical Albarta record has been
reported, fram the Cypress Hills in July
18874

In tha winter of 199872000, three
confirmed Barn Owl records ware
submitted to Alberta Sustainable
Resource Develapmen!, Fish and
Wildlife, in Edmanton. The first recond
to come to our atienticn was a road-
killed specrman racoverad in January
2000an Highway 2, weet of Wataskiwin
(527 5B' N, 1137 22" W), which was
fumad in By widide ahabiliiass Grats

Millenaar. We examined this owl and
fourd B 10 be & bird in Q5 first year of
lte, based on plumaga:™

Jim Whitehouse videolaped and
photographed & lve Bam Owd (Figure
#) of unknown age and sex roosing na
pole bam located approdimakely 3 km
wesl of Bashaw [52° 36'N, 1127 58'W).
The bird wes lirst detected m mid-
December 19592, remained v the area
for several weeks, and laftwilh [he onget
of cold weathar in aarty Janwary 2000,
Jim collected several pedals Delow 1ha
owl's pargh. Subsegusnl analysis
showed thal the bird had consumed at
inasl 11 Meadow Voles | Microtus
parmaphaicerg) and one wnidentified
shriew during lts stey.

Thas hird Barn Owl was urnedin dead
o Inglewcod Bird Sancluary in Calgary
by Annetie Bam, She hound thi bird an
Janwary 17, 2000 Aear & shed on her
farm near Langdon Slough, sast of
Calgary (50E S8 N, 1M3E 40" W}, Like
i Bird collected near Wataskiwin, this
speEcimen was sent o lhe Provincial
NEEsaUm of ARENE In Edmonton.

Figure 2. Barn Owl near Bashaw.
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Table 1: Locstion, date, and observation information on Barn Owils in
Alborta.
Oate of Record Location Obsorvation
January, 2000 Welaskiwin  *Foad killed bird lwemed in o
Fish and Wikdlile.
January 4, 2000 Bashaw Live bird l2at seen in barm;
stills and video foatage laken,
Januasy 17, 2000 Langdaon ‘Dead bird turned in to
Imglenwoad Bird Sanctuary.
* Provdinclal Mussum of Alkaria (Edmeonlon) accassion numbars: 200.4.1 and 300,51

Long dstance movement pafiems of
Barn Crwils have baen shudisd axdenshely
in Eurapa.t In Morth America,
rcvimiems of birds tand to be southerty,
and batween 300 to 800 km in length.
raasn T garly months of the wintar of
1988/2000 wern some of the wameston
recard in Albsra, Cuilte possibly, theas
warm cenditions encouraged dispsrsing
juvenile bam owls o ventiee much anher
north than normal.

infarmation requested

Wiz are always looking lor new if-
larmalion on locatons of owls in the
prowinee, I you heve records of owl
sightings, padizuarly rare speches or
unuaual lecations, please send inifor-
mation on species, dale, and
lacatian, 1o isalakats@govab.ca or
mail b authors” addrass.  All dead
birds turnad in 1o Albera Fish and
Wildife offices sheakd have inlanma-
tion Included on locafion and date of
callpation, sa thal we may enter the
infarmation into the databass o frack
distribuliens ol specias.
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