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Section l.INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Location of the Station 

Beaverhill Lake is located apprm:imately 70 km. southeast of 
Edmonton, Albert a. Its national and international reputation, 
largely promoted by such notables as Robert Lister, William Rowan 
and others, has made this 1 ake the area most frequented by 
bir-ders fr-om the Edmonton area, and visted by other-s fr-om the 
province, and from abroad. 

ThE· Beaver hi 11 Lake Bird 
Edmonton Naturalist Vol 13 
the Edmonton Bird Club 
Observatory <BBDl in 1984, 
Ebel and Geoff Holroyd. 

Banding Station (see Ebel, G.F:.A. in 
No. 1 July 19851 became a committee of 
and officially the Beaverhill Bird 
when it was jointly chaired by Rainer 

ThE· station is located 5 .. 5 miles east of Tofield (53.N 22' 112 .. V.J 

30"; NW 1 and SW 12 Twp 51- Rge 18- W4 ) on the south-east shore 
of Beaverhill Lake, approximately 3/4 mile west of Robert Lister 
Lake (+ormel'"'ly· 11 A 11 Lake) .. It is temporar-y in nature, as no fi>:ed 
structures have been built, with banding operations occurring in 
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a willo"l-grassland-aspen community known as Rainer's Ridge. F_o~r~-----1 
place names and access points to the lake refer to f3ea~'erhill 

Lake Gazetteer published by the Edmonton Bird Club in 1984. 

Operations and Achievements for the Report Year 

The BBD began its operations on 8 April and finished for the year 
on 30 September. During this time a total of 31 days or 
19,404 net-hours was devoted to banding and censusing of birds on 
the south shol"e of thE· lake. Sightings from other areas of the 
lake were collected and recorded. 

Apart from establishing the necessary data forms such as Banding 
Data and Summary Sheets (all borrowed from Long Point 
Dbset-vatoi"Yl to maintain the banding function we established a 
census route which was su~veyed daily when the station was 
operational and when sufficient personnel were present. 

We constructed and placed one necessary but crude picnic table 
which became symbolic of BBD"s existence at the lake. It provided 
a location marker on the south shore where cooperators and 
vistors could meet, visit, and work. With the organization and 
activity of the station we anticipated an increase in area usage 
by bit-d ~latcher·s. Indeed, during the 31 days of operation at 
least 50 people expressed interest and enthusiasm for the station 
and its objectives. About twice as many visitors, primarily 
people or-: tours, or casual visitors "'lere shown bird banding and 
handling techniques, and bird identification. With this increase 
of people \.-'isiting the at-ea it was necessary to construct an 
outdoot·- pt,..iv:.'. 

On 21 April a fire? carelessly attended, escaped its confinements 
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and blackened half a hectare of dry grass and ••i llm·J at 
station site. Fortunately, no one was seriously injured 
camping equipment and personal items were lost. 

the 
but 

F'at Nolan supplied five fence posts for nest bo><es. 
located in the meadow covering Hahn's Head. Twenty 
were established at various points around Lister and 
l e.kes. 

These were 
nest bo>:es 
Beaverhill 

The BBO, on bet-,alf of the Edmonton Bird Club investigated thE· 
possibility of acquiring land to establish a per·manent site on 
the shores of Beaverhill Lake, and to develop structures for the 
BBO where cooperators can live and work while engaged in 
projects. An area of 20 acres near the banding site was selected 
for its habitat diversity and its relative remoteness. Key 
pe,~sonnel from Fish and Wildlife, Ducks Unlimited and F'ublic 
Lands~ all of who have vested interest in this area, were 
contacted and told of the function and operation of BBO, and its 
wi. sh to become permanently located at Beaverhill Lake. 
Application to occupy lands near the lake will be made in 1985. 

DLwing the search for suitable lands it ••as found that the 
Edmonton Bird Club has an active Licence of Occupation 

· disposition, LOC002313, on the south shore of Beaverhill Lake. 
----)1-------::Uccn:...:d=er this disposition they occupied 0.35 acres (100 >< 150 feet) 

in 1\!E 2-18-51-l•J4, appra><imately 1/2 mile west of the present 
banding site and constructed a blind, for the purposes of bird 
vie..,ing. Vandals destroyed the blind. The possibility of 
relocating this LOC site to SW 12-18-51-1>!5 will be investigated 
in 1985. 

) 

1.3. Objectives 

In 1984 the objectives of the BBO were defined at a spring 
meeting as follows: 

al to conduct studies of 
aspects of natural history, 
of Albert a and el se<·Jt-,ere, 
studies; 

migrant and resident birds and other 
at Beaverhill Lake, in the F'rovi nee 

and to publish the results of such 

b) to make the facilities of the Observatory available to 
amateur and professional biologists and students who are carrying 
out appropriate observations and research work; 

cl to engage in educational activities related to the work of 
the Observatory; 

d) to promote the preservation and conservation of Canada's 
natural heritage with special emphasis on the Beaverhill area of 
f;l bE·rt,~; and 

e) to cooperate with organizations with similar objectives. 

4. 
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Section 2.0 PROJECTS UNDERWAY 

2.1 Status of 1983 Projects 

The status of the four projects initiated in 1983 is as follows: 

1) Moulting sequence in vireos. Coordinator: Jim Lange 
Active~ See Summary 

2) 

~.) 

4) 

Techniques for determining age and 
Sparrows. Coordinator: Rainer Ebel 
Active; See Summary 

Techniques 
population 
Kovacs 

determining 
Clay-colored 

age and 
Sparr-ows .. 

Inactive and open; See Summary 

in Savannah 

se}-: in a Y.Jestern 
Coordinator: Janos 

Timing flycatcher 
Lake. Coordinator: 

and warbler 
G.R.A.Ebel 

movements at Beaverhill 

Active; See Summary 

-----}--------_5-!J---"-Ideltli f i cali 011 uf lia!td he-lcj"-£mprd"on-a~>'< ~c-t-L-·e-d"St-, 

Willow, and Alder- flycatchers. Coordinator: Linda 

) 

Mut-ray 
The following project was to start spring 
Cancelled; Coordinator unable to start 

1984 . 

Personnel at the station were responsible for reporting and 
recot"di.ng all field sightings <including those birds banded) of 
birds using Beaverhill Lake as a staging or breeding area. 

2.2 New Projects 

Fourteen new projects were proposed for the report year. Of these 
six were coordinated by volunteers; those remaining were shelved 
unti 1 1985. Their objectives and summaries, including projects 
initiated in 1983, appear below. 

2.2.1 Project Summaries and Objectives 

1. Migration and Breeding Bird Monitoring 
Schedule coordinators: Rainer Ebel and Geoff Holroyd 

The purpose is to monitor migratory bird 
bt-eeding birds in e. defined at"ea neat

populations and census 
the station. This was 

accomplished in two ways: 
a) Daily census: were completed each day, 

before noon (preferably earlier). All bit-ds seen 
route were identified, counted, and recorded on 
form. 

when possible, 
fr-om the census 
the appropriate 

5. 
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b l Daily Estimated Total: at the end of each day, all bir-d 
r-ecor-ds wer-e tallied and summar-ized on the appropr-iate for-m. This 
total included bir-ds seen on the census and by other- obser-ver-s 
within the census area. Bir-ds seen elseher-e ar-ound the lake were 
listed separ-ately. 

The r-esults of these sur-veys wer-e used to compi 1 e the Species 
Accounts and Bir-d Sightings in this r-epor-t. 

2. Gener-al Banding 
Coor-dinator-: Rainer- Ebel; ph. 487-4812 

The purpose is to use capturing devices such as mist nets as a 
technique to monitor- bir-ds and bir-d movement in the Beaver-hill 
Lake ar-ea. Bir-d banding wer-e conducted only by tr-ained bander-s 
using a master set of bands. 
This is the main activity at the station and the !'"esults ar-e 
presented in Section 3. 

3. Swallow Boxes and Martin Houses 
Coor-dinator-' Geoff Holr-oyd; ph. 438-1462 

The pur-pose is to establish br-eeding populations 
Swallows, Pur-ple Mar-tins, and other- hole nesting 
Beaver-hill Lake and to pr-ovide oppor-tunities for- mor-e 
studies of Tree Swallows. 

SUMMARY: Tr-ee Swallow nesting studies-- G.L. Holr-oyd. 

of Tr-ee 
bir-ds at 
e>,tensi ve 

In <'ipr-il and ~lay, 18 bm:es 
s;hor-e of Beaver-hi 11 Lake 
shore. In these boxes, 12 
of House Wrens nested. 

wer-e put up on poles on the south east 
and in the aspen woods south of the 
pair-s of Tr-ee Swallows and four- pair-s 

Eleven completed clutches of Tr-ee Swallm·Js aver-aged 6. 6 eggs 
<r-ange 6 to 7 eggs). On aver-age 5.8 eggs hatched and fledged 
(r·ange 4 to 7). This is ver-y high productivity for- Tr-ee Swallo~Js 

indicating a healthy food supply. 

In addition, seven females wer-e caught and all wer-e two year-s old 
or- older- except one, a year-ling. Such a high pr-opor-tion of older
adults could indicate a shortage of nest boxes elsewher-e since 
young bir-ds ar-e usually the colonizer-s of new nesting ar-eas. Also 
the high occupancy r-ate indicates a shor-tage of nest sites; only 
two boxes wer-e without eggs but both had nests build in them. 

4. Colonial Bird Banding. 

The purpose is to locate and count bird colonies on Beaver-hill 
Lake. Coor-dinator-: ~.H.R. Stepney. 

SUMMARY: Cor-mor-ant and pelican banding. - P.H.R. Stepney. 

6. 



Banding of nestling 
Lake was cant i nued 
Alberta in 1984. A 
1985 annual ~eport. 

birds on the Pelican Islands in Beaverhill 
by the staff of the F'rovi nci al ~k<seum of 
more complete note will be included in the 

In 1984, 41 young Doub 1 e-crested 
banded and 43 young white pelicans 

Cormorants from 24 nests were 
from 84 nests. Both totals are 

up ft-om 1983. 

Note: To protect the birds access to the islands is restricted 
and by permit only. PLEASE watch the birds from shore. 

5. Wing Morphology and Flight Abilities of Birds 
Coordinator: Geoff Holroyd; ph. 438-1462 

This study will collect information from birds caught for banding 
and U5'.e it to study the flight abilities of various groups of 
bit-ds. 

SUMMARY: Study of wing morhology and flight abilities of birds. -
G.L.Holroyd. 

This study is designed to investigate the wing shape and flight 
__ . ·2\r-----'s?peed of birds and relate differences between species to their 

j feeding methods. Several measurements of each bird were taken 
including wing area and weight. Data were collected from 92 birds 
of 25 species. The emphasis in this first year was to investigate 
tec~-~n i ques for making accurate measurements, especially ~t-Ji ng 
area. 

) 

Two methods of recording the wing area were used. Both involved 
holding a bird against a board with its wing outstretched over a 
sheet of graph paper. The first method involved tracing the 
outline of the wing on the graph paper; the second method was to 
photograph the wing on the graph paper. 
To test the accuracy of the methods, the wings of 4 birds •Jere 
r·ecot-ded ~five times each for each method. Tracing the outline 
resulted in wing areas that were 4 percent 1 arger than tJ-,e 
photographs. This is considered a small difference. However, 
there was a much larger difference in the variation when the 
technique •Jas repeated five times. The photographs gave are2.s 
that varied by only 1/3 as much as the tracing method 
demonstrating that the photographic method is less variable. 
Consequently, all future measurements will be from photographs. 

6. Water Levels 
Coordinator: Rainer Ebel; ph. 487-4812 

The pw-pose is to record and monitor water levels at BeaverJ-,i ll 
Lake. 

On 12 May 1983 a one meter staff gauge was installed by personnel 
fr-om Albert a Environment, VJater Survey Section near the north 
VJest corner of a concrete weir between Beaver hi 11 and Li ste~
lakes. 

7. 
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Staff gauge readings were recorded in an observer book whenever 
the bird banding station •·•as in operation; transfered to data 
cards and f orvJarded to the Water Survey Section. A total of 17 
readings vJas made from May to October. The rna>< i mum observed 
vJater level of 668.747 metres above sea level occurred on 14 
August; the minimum of 668 .. 329 metres on June 15. The ma>{imum 
observed water level of 669.243 metres was recorded on 13 June 
1974 and the minimum of 667.872 metres was on 27 August 1968. 

7. Nest Record Card Scheme 

The purpose is to record data on nests found at Beaverhill 
and transmit that information to the regional compiler. 

SUMMARY: Nest Record Cards .. - G.L. Holroyd. 

The nest record scheme is a cooperative project of the Canadian 
Wildlife Service and several provincial museums. The Prairie Nest 
Record Scheme is coordinated at the Manitoba Museum of Man and 
Nature. The scheme encourages the collection, storage, and 
analysis of nesting data for all bird species. The cards are easy 
t.o fill out, yet useful to many reseachers who wish to study 
breeding habits of birds. ,__ ____ _ 

) 

In 1984, 27 cards were completed for eight species <Table 11. Two 
species, Tree Swallow and House Wren, nested in bo>:es while the 
remainder were on the ground. The marshes at Beaverhill are very 
pr·ocluctive for nesting birds and a more e:-:tensive search vJOuld 
yield many more nests of more species. 

TABLE 1. Nests recorded at. south-east corner of 
Lake in 1984. 

Prmerican Bittern 
Bl ue-vJi nged Teal 
i"lal.lard 
Canvasback 
Wilson's Phalarope 
TrE·e SvJall ow 
House Wren 
Marsh ~Jren 

Section 3.0 BANDING 

3. 1 SchedL\l e 

1 
2 
2 
1 
2 

12 
4 

Beaverhill 

Banding at Beaverhill Lake began on 8 April 1984 and continued on 
weekends through ~1ay. In June, the week end of the 9/10tr. vJas 
missed . Banding activities continued into the first ttJeek end in 
,July and on the 1Oth. Further acti vi tes were hal ted until the 

8. 



17/18 and 25/26th August. The only weekend in September- ••hi ch 
ultimately was the last for- the year was the 29/30th. Banding was 
conducted on a total of days in 1984. 

3.2 Capture Devices 

Mist nets were in position from dawn to dusk and furled for- the 
night. The nL\mber- L\Sed varied from one to twenty, depending on 
the number- of operator-s and assistants. Nets of standard height 
(2. J metr-es), of varying mesh size ( 31, 38, and 60 mm ) and of 
\/~·u-ying len~Jth ( 3, 5 .. 5, 9.1, 12.2, and 18.3 metres ) ~t-Jel,...e used 
to capture birds. These nets ttJet-e placed eithe·r at preselected 
points along the shoreline I at Hahn's Head I to capture 
shorebirds, or in the grassland or grassland-willow communities 
to catch passerines and other small birds. 

~-~ Recording Information 

For each bird caught, operators at the station recorded age and 
se>-< <••here possible!, and species identity, to comply with the 
official bird banding r-equirements and regulations as laid out by 
the Canadian Wildlife Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Ser·vice. The information collected was forwar-ded to the Bird 

-~--\-----~Band1ng Off1ce 1n Ottawa .. 

) 

Section 4.0 RESULTS 

4.1 Bands Used 

The following band numbers were used at the station during 
the report year. This is included to provide quick reference for 
those who have a 'used' band in their posession. 

Size 0. 1630-05802 to 05900 Size lB. 1321-56641 to 56655 
1700-53001 to 53099 

Size lA. 921-19919 to 19926 
Size l. 940-24401 to 24419 

940-14255 to 14300 Size 2. 762-34110 
940-28701 to 28800 

4.2 Recaptures, ~et~aps etc. 

In the r-eport year 35 birds were r-ecaptured at the station. All 
but one were captured and banded by station personnel. This one 
~~Jas one, a Savannah Spar-ro~tJ, was banded by E. T.. Jones. The 
majority were repeats, that is, birds which are captured, banded, 
and released in a 10' grid of latitude and longitude are 
r-ecaptured within a three month period and within the or-ginal 10' 
grid Df lati.tL\de and longitude. The remaining fei·J were r-egarded 
as returns, that is, birds captured, banded and released within 
the 10" grid of latitude and longitude are r-ecaptured at least 90 

9. 
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days fr-om the date of banding within the or-gi nal 
longititude and latitude. 

1 .,' ,_ gr-id of 

Black-capped Chickadees wer-e 
recaptured species. The only 
September- 1983. The r-emaining 

the most numerous 1121 of 
two r-etur-ns wet-e from August 

recaptur-es wer-e r-epeats. 

the 
and 

Eight Least Flycatcher-s that wer-e previously banded dur-ing the 
thir-d and four-th weeks in May and first week in June, wer-e 
r-ecaptur-ed shor-tly ther-eafter-. Only one that was banded on 3 June 
showed up two months later. 

The Ami.sk Br-idge Cliff SwallovJ colony located over- Amisk Cr-eek, 
near- the soutt-, end of Beaver-hill Lake was censused twice in 
previous years using mist nets. It was encouraging to find that 
at least two Cliff Swallows captur-ed and banded on 8 June 1980 
and another- two, banded on 5 July 1981, r-emained member-s of the 
colony. Of the 61 Cliff Swallows banded at this colony, to date 
only 6.5 % were captured. 

Only thr-ee pr-eviously banded Savannah Spar-r-ows ar-e recor-ded for
the r-epor-t year-. Number- 910-15167 was banded by in summer- of 1981 
and r-ecaptur-ed on 19 May. Number- 940-14262 was caught twice on 19 
and 20 May and was banded only 13 days previously. 

A male and female Br-own-headed Cowbir-d, both captur-ed, banded and 
r-eleased in May 1983 r-etur-ned to the Station ar-ea this year-. Only 
the female was captur-ed and handled a thir-d time. 

Two Clay-color-ed Spar-r-ows and a single Mar-sh Wr-en that wer-e 
banded dur-·ing the final I!'Jeeks of May vJere repeats dLtt-ing the 
fir-st half of June. And lastly, a Yellow War-bler- r-ecor-ded as U/U 
!unknown age and sexl on 14 August 1983 r-eappeared as a male on 
27 !""1.?..'y'. 

4~3 Banding Results 

A total of 381 bir-ds r-epr-esenting 34 species was banded dur-ing 31 
days of BBO oper-ati.on <Table 21. During 15 consecutive days of 
bandinq 124-30 May and 19-26 August) on the east side of the lake 
Jones was able to band 758 birds representing 58 species ( Table 
~J). A combined effor-t r-esulted in 1139 banded birds and 6::'; 
species. Compar-ed with 1983 r-esults !Beaver-hill Lake Bir-d Banding 
Station: Annual Repor-t 1983. G.R.A. Ebel. 1985. Edmonton 
Natur-alist. Vol 13 1111 ther-e were 279 mor-e bir-ds banded in 1983 
11139 vs 14181 but differ-ence between the number- of species was 
Slight (58 VS 62). 
The combined totals IBBO and Jones) of species for- which 100 or
more birds were banded, were Least Flycatcher (194) and 
Clay-color-ed Spar-r-ow 11161. This r-epr-esents a 17X and a 11X dr-op, 
from 1983 data, in flycatchers and sparrows, respectively for the 
report year. 
Species t.-Jhich appt-oached 
vJr-en ( 0/2). In 1983 only 1 
captur-ed and banded. 

100 were Tree 
Tr-ee Swallow 

Swall OvJ 

and 76 
(96) and 

Marsh Wrens were 

10. 
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TABLE 2. List of species and nusber banded by BBO personnel and Edgar T. Jones at Beaverhill Lake fro• 
8 April to 30 Septeaber, 1984 

Species Nuober Species Nuober 

BBO Jones BBO Jones 

Blue-winged Teal Yellow Warbler 12 64 
Killdeer "yrtle Warbler 13 37 
Solitary Sandpiper 2 Western Pall Warbler I 
Greater Yellowlegs 2 Blackpoll Warbler 10 
Lesser Yellowlegs 7 A1erican Redstart 4 
Pectoral Sandpiper I Ovenbird I 
Baird's Sandpiper 2 Northern Waterthrush 2 
Least Sandpiper 9 "ourning Warbler 3 
Stilt Sandpiper 3 Coolon Yellowthroat 3 
Seoipaloated Sandpiper 3 Wilson's Warbler I 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker I Canada Warbler 
Downy Woodpecker 5 Western Tanager 
Western Wood-Pewee 2 6 A1erican Tree Sparroo 23 
Trail! 's Flycatcher 5 14 Chipping Sparrow 10 22 
Least Flycatcher 54 160 Clay-coloured Sparrow 26 90 

----Jastern Kingnira esper Sparrow 3 
Tree Swallow 94 2 Savannah Sparrow 29 31 
Cliff Swallow 22 Sharp-tailed Sparrow 2 
Barn Swallow 5 Le Conte's Sparrow 4 2 
Black-Capped Chickadee 25 26 Song Sparrow 3 
Boreal Chickadee 3 Lincoln's Sparrow 5 
Red-breasted Nuthatch I 2 White-throated Sparrow 6 
House Wren 14 4 White-crowned Sparrow 2 2 
"•rsh Wren 2 90 Slate-colored Junco 2 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 2 Red-winged Blackbird 2 27 
Veery Yellow-headed Blackbird 20 
Swainson's Thrush 6 Brown-headed Cowbird s 6 
Herait Thrush 3 Baltiaore Oriole 2 21 
Aoerican Robin I Purple Finch I 
Cedar Waxwing Pine Siskin I 
Solitary Vi reo I Aaerican Goldfinch 4 
Warbling Vireo 4 13 
Red-eyed Vireo 2 Total Species: 66 
Tennessee Warbler 19 Total Individuals:· 3BI 758 
Orange-crowned Warbler I 

) 
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In 1983 Savannah Sparro"' <217), Yellow I>Jat-bler (146), and 
Black-capped Chickadee (107) topped the list, but in the report 
year Savannahs dropped to 60, Yellow Warblers to 76, and 
Blackcaps to 51. Netting effort which was recorded in 1984 was 
not included during the 1983 banding season. 

The banding station "'as relocated in 1984 some 2000 metres from 
its location in 1983. AlthoL•gh the vegetation <willow-grasses) 
appears outwardly similar in both locations, some nets are 
located closer- <or in) a mature aspen forest. This may have 
affected the diver·sity and numbers of some species. It is not 
kno"m "'ere Jones had captured and banded birds at Beaverhill 
Lake. 

For each month of BBD operation in 1984, the daily netting effort 
(number of nets X hr each net is in use), reported in net-hours, 
was summed and was as follows: April, 581; May, 823.5; June, 32~ 

July, 7~5; August, 302; September, 191.5. Essentially, they 
indicated bander activity at the lake. Perhaps, partially because 
of enthusiastic banders, Apri 1 /May were the months "'here the 
e·ffm-t to captu,-e birds "'as the greatest. This was also the 
migration period when birds were the easiest to capture as they 
pass through an area. The summer months of June and July 
bas1 cal I y re'I'Teeted a period of i nacti vi ty for the BBO. This 
should be corrected as the Observatory grows and more keen people 
develop the necessary skills to handle and band birds. Effort was 
made to encourage people to actively participate at the 
Obs<-=:·t-vator-y and banding cour-ses ~t-Jere plan ned plan ned in early 
1985 at the John Janzen Nature Centre. 

August and September were also regarded as migration months where 
the activity for both bander and birds increased before the onset 
of winter. September was a lack-lustre month compared to August, 
even though many sparro"Js and others are moving through the 
Edmonton area. It appeared that the location of the banding 
opet-ation did not appeal to a dive1"sity of species or large 
concentt-ations of passerines. It was believed that baited traps 
for certain species in addition to the use of mist nets be used 
in the Obser\rator-y area to ma~·:imize our banding efforts at tile 
1 ake~ 

Figure 1 illustrates the number of birds per net-hour for each 
day of banding during April and May. Some birds were captcwed 
ft-om 14 April to the 5 May but an appreciable increase in tilE 
number of birds per net-hour was noticed on 12 May. The 12-13 May 
weed end resulted in many species captured and may reflect the 
peak in the migration in the area. Thereafter, the numbers 
decreased to what appeared to be a stable level which may 
indicate the presence of a resident population. 

12. 
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0.8f 
Figure 1. B i rds/Net-hr/band i ng da)'S at Beaverll iII Lake, 1984. 
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April a.nd Ma.y r··Jet.t i ng Days 

5.0 BIRD SIGHTINGS 

5~1 Contributors and Cooperators. 

'• 

', 

' 
' 

" " 

The following people have contributed to the bird sightings. 

Leslie BakerCLBI, Elisabeth Beaubien<EBI, Marlene Buac<MBI, Mike 
CasselmaniMC>, Dave CuthielliDC>, Mitch DavidsoniMDal, Dick 
DekkeriDDl, Malcom DevineiMD>, David & Margret DonaldiD&MD>, 
MatlievJ Ebel <MEl, F:ainer Ebel IGF:AE>, Jim Faragini <JFI, F:osemary 
HarrisiRH>, Margot & Dave HeriveuxiM&DH), Wes HockachkaiWHI, 
Geoff Holroyd IGH), Michael Holroyd <MH>, Winnie Horn (~JHol, 

E.T.JonesiEJI, F:ichard Klauke<F:K>, Janos KovacsiJKl, Ben 
KulaniBKI, Jim Lange(JLI, Don LargeiDLI, Pat MarklevitziPM>, Herb 
PascoeiHPI, Paul PetersoniPP>, Mike Quinn(MQI, Alf Scott lAS>, 
Helen ScottiHSI, Teslin SealeiTS>, F:obert SwallowiRSl, Terry 
Thormin!TTl, F:obert Turner<RTI, Cleve Wershler<CWI, F:ay 
~~Je1·- sh l e!~ ( F!l1J) 

Other abrevi ati ons: AHY= after 
HY= hatch year; U= unknown; 

hatch year; ASY= after 
M= male; F= female. 

second 
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5.2 Species 

The following is a list of species recorded by BBO cooperators at 
or neat- the Station. This list is a result of a predetermined 
census route and from casual observations while in attendance at 
the Station and from the area which is bounded by Francis Access 
in the oJest, Lister Lake to the east, Beaverhill Lake to the 
north and F:owan 's F:oute to the soutr •• Included for each species 
is numbers:, of birds sighted, ear-ly and 1 ate dates and, !tJhen and 
wher-e possible, high numbers which may either represent peaks for 
migratory species or a degree of abundancy for resident species. 

Spring i<= 
July, Fall, 

defined as 1 t1arch to 31 
1 August to 30 November. 

5. :;:~. :l Grebes to Geese: 15 species 

May; Summer, 1 June to 31 

PIED--BILLED GF,EBE. 1 on 13 to 28 May. 1 on 16 Jc<l y. HOF:NED 
GF:EE<_E;;.. 1 on 29 April. 4 on 5 May. High: 17 on 9 May. Last report 
for spring: 6 on 26 t1ay. Single birds only throughout June and 

---~-----•Jt-ll.',t_. ______ j=(ED-NECKED GF:EBE._1 on 16 July. EAF:ED GF:EBE. 1 on 22 
) April. 3 and 2 on 8 and 12 May, respectively. High: 21 on 2 June. 

1 on 17 and 3 on 21 June. WESTERN GREBE. First seen: 2 on 22 
April. 2 on 9 May. 5 on 19 May. Recorded through June but in low 
number-s (< 10). Breeding Evidence .. 50+ 3 young on 16 July. 100 on 
17 August a11d again on 25 August- high. Numbers observed 
continually decreased; last report of 4 on 30 September. AMERICAN 
vJHIJ:.~ __ F'ELICA~L Fir;;t repm-t: 5 on 9 May. 11 on 19 Me.y. High: 125, 
16 ~.luly .. Breeding Evidence .. 76 adults in breeding condition and 
32 adults in post breeding condition on 10 July. 35 on 17 August. 
Last report: 2 on 30 Sept. DOUBLE-CHESTED COF:MORANI. First 
report: 2 on 5 May. Numbers reported were low <<5> for the spring 
period. Summer numbers sighted and reported were not high (max. 5 
on 16 June). 1 on 25 August (F:Sl. A~1EF:ICAN BITTERN. Fir<=t report: 
1 on 21 April. A high of 4 was heard on 26 May. Number<= this year 
do not suggest a high population in the census area. 5 on 16 
JL<ne. GF:EAT BLUE HERON. First report: 2 on 8 April (DDl. First 
observed at Station: 2 on 5 May. 5 on 8 May. Low numbers 
tht-oughout the remaining period. 11 on 16 July. Mostly ones and 
toJos \•JEre recorded for this period. Last t-eport: 2 on 29 Sept. 
BLACK-CF:OWNED NIGHT-HEF:ON. Eariest report: 1 on 23 April (DDl. At 
the Station 1 occurred on 29 April. Fairly well established by 
end of May when a high of 10 was recorded on 26th. 25 on 16 June. 
Throughout summer numbers ranged from 2 to 20 birds. 20 is the 
recorded high (17 August) and the last report of 4, which 
includes 1 imm., occurred on 30 Sept .. 

) TUNDf:A Sl•JA)'j. Earliest report: 32 on 31 M<.rch <DDl. On the south 
side this number jumped to 55 on 1 April. High: 600 on 8 April. 
Last repor·ted sighting: 3 on 20 May. 1, tr,ought to be this 
species 10 July. Earliest report: 2 on 25 August. High: 100 on 29 
Sept. GF:EATER WHITE-FF:ONTED GOOSE. Earliest report: 48 on 5 April 
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!DDI. High: 4000 on 14 April. Last report: 1 on 12 May. Earliest 
return: 40 on 17 August. High numbers ( 100) encountet-ed on 18 
Auqust and 16 Sept. SNOvJ GOOSE. Earliest report: 2 on 1 ,o,p,·-il. 
High: 750 on 8 April. Last record: 2 on 21 April and then again, 
1 on 21 May. Earliest reported return: 30 on 29 September. High: 
210 on ::;o Sept. ROSS' GOOSE. Earliest report: 12 on 15 May 11983) 
and 12 on 18 11ay IDDI. None reported in 1984. However, 20+ on 2 
October 1983 near Francis Farm IOHI. CANADA GOOSE. Earliest 
report: 2 on 17 March IRS). High: 500 on 1 April. Summer: 
present. High: 300 on 26 p,ugust. Last report 30 Sept on 50 
bii·-dE. 

Waterfowl !Teal to Ruddy Duck): 21 species 

The follovJing species vJere noted; high numbers for spring and 
fall and nesting data al"e inclLided Eee: Cuthiell, D. Bird 
Report, Spring 1984. in Alberta Bird Record. Vol: 211). D. 
Colli.s.tet-, editol". 1985. Calgary Field Natw-alist's Soc. for mo1-e 
information and dates. 

t?F:EQ·!-+J I NGED TEAL. 6 on 5 Apr i 1 ( DD) • 300 on 8 Apr i 1 • 75 on 18 
1-',ugust. t[ALLAF:D. 8 on 24 March <DDI. 70 on 7 !"lay. Nestif,q 
El'i•Jence: 5 eggs on 5 May. 10 eggs on 28 June. High: 480 on 16 
Sept. NORTHERN PINTAIL. 8 on 24 March IDDI. High: 300 on 30 Sept. 

15. 

~c-----B-ldl&:#fNGED TEAL. 2--on--2~~---Ap..- H-<-flm-.-N.e.-::.-t-i-n-g--E-V-i-d.e.r<-C-B-:--7---e,g.g.s.--D"------
) 21 May. CINNAMON TEAL. 19 April ITTI. pair on 4 May IGRAEI. 3 on 

1'7' ~' 20 May <TT,JL,LB,DCI. NORTHERN SHOVELER. 5 on 5 April <DDI. 
Spring High: 93 on 21 April.Summer High: 170 on 17 June. Breeding 
Ev.id<'nce: 6 young on 16 July. Fall High 75 on 18 ~lugust. Last 
report: 30 on 30 Sept. REDHEAD. 20 on 14 April. Spring High: 45 
on 15 April. Summer High: 11 on 2 June. Last report: 2 on 29 
Sept. RING-NECKED DUCK. 7 April IRTI. 2 on 21 April. Scarce 
visi.to,-. LESSEF: SCAUF' .. 7 on 7 April IDDI. Spring High: 400 on 22 
Apt-i 1. Summer High: 164 on 17 June. Last report: 100 on 18 
August. WHITE-WINGED SCOTER. 1 on 8 May. 7 on 12 MayiJLI. COMMON 
?OLDf;:_I~EYE:: .. • 4 on 31 ~lar·ch IDDI. 75 on 8 April. 2 on 17 June. Last 
,-eport: 1 on 26 August. OLDSQUAVJ. 1 on 29 Apri 1; rare. 

) 

BUF_fLEHE;AD. :o; on 15 April. Not abundant dLwing Spring; high: 10 
on 9 ~' 29 May. Summer High: 16 on 17 June. Last report: 2 on 16 
Sept. 
HOODED i•lEFmANSER. 1 on 16 June. COMMON MERGANSER. 3 on 8 Apri 1. 
High: 10 on 14 April. 1 on 21 April. 1 on 8 May. 30 on 29 Sept. 
RED-BF:EASTED MERGANSER. 4m on 8 Apri 1. 8 on 15 Apri 1 I MDI. 16 on 
21 April. High: 20 on 22 April. 5 on 29 April. RUDDY DUCK. 4 on 
21 Apt-il. Spring High: 28 on 26 May. Fall High: 20 on 18 August. 
Last Date reported: 1 on 16 Sept. 

5.2.~5 Osprey to Phalaropes. 41 species 

OSPREY. 1 on 13 May IDD). BALD EAGLES. 2 imm. on 29 Sept. 
t·lOF:THEF:N HAF;:RIER. Ear·liest report for the lake: 2 on 15 ~lar·ch 

(MD); BBO personnel r-ecoJ'""ded 1, as. their earliest on 25 Ma~-ch; 4 
on 4 May and well established thereafter. However, spring/summe~ 

number~·s seen do not increase above 4 reported on 8 May; on 29 
Sept. 9 is the all time high for a day count. SHARP-SHINNED HAWK. 



) 

) 

22 Ap•-il ([suspect a single birdJ MD) no otr.er reports until (2) 
19 May. COOPER'S HAWK. 1 on 24-30 April 11983) and 1 on 22/23 May 
<1983). 1 on 17 June. 1 on 30 Sept. NOF:THERN GOSHAWK. 1 on 24 
April (1983). (1 ?) on 12 May<DD). 1 on 14 May (1983-RI>J,CW). 1 on 
20 May. BROAD-WINGED HAWK. Earliest report: 22 April (1?- MDl. 1 
on 4 and 5 ~1ay <PP,MCl. SWAINSON'S HAWK. 1 on west side, 6 May 
1979 <Rt>J,CI>Jl. 1 on 2 June. 1 on 25 August. RED-TAILED HAI>JK. 
Earliest report: 2 on 7 April <DDl. 4 on 21 April. 5 on 5 May. 4 
on 7 May. Last report: 1 on 25 August. As a rule this abundant, 
oJidespl"ead raptor of the Edmonton area is not often seen near the 
Banding Station. t1ost often it is reported for a brief time 
dLwing the spring. F:OUGH-LEGGED HAWf<. Earliest record: 1 near 
Tofield (JJNCl. Last spring report: 1 on 8 May <DD). 1 on 30 
Sept. AMERICAN KESTREL. Earliest report: 1 on 8 April. 1 on 18 
August. 1 on neal·- Tof i el d 25 August. A scarce visitor to the 
south shore; more obvious near cultivated fields. 

5.2.4. Shorebirds. 30 species 

In 1984, 30 shorebirds were recorded at the lake during spring by 
BBCJ personnel and independent observers (Table 3). For 
comparison, 1983 fil"st and last dates of sighting are included. 
In most instances, data from both years, may suggest obse•-ver 
activity rather than actual arrival and departure dates for 
sp~c1es. t-all J,...ecords at-e mor-e want1ng at thls t1me and requ1re 
careful and dedicated recording. 

The status for each species has also been included. Migrants, 
those that are known to breed outside of the Edmonton area and 
more likely than not, outside of the province are designated 'M'. 
Visitors at~e noted as a ·v·. These species visit the lake during 
the spring or fall migration period, are not known to breed here 
but do so nearby or within the Edmonton area. Residents IR) are 
for those species who breed in the immediate lake area or have 
been recorded in each month exceRt winter. Dates for residents 
include records reported during the fall period. A question mark 
queries the one or two sightings reported. 

5.2.5 Jaegers to Woodpeckers. 20 species. 

A probable PARASITIC JAEGER was seen on 29 May<EJ). FRANKLIN'S 
[:iULL. Earliest record: 10 on 14 April; 100 on 5 May. Species 
never numerous at the south during the summer as most birds are 
found at the nm-th end '"here their colony is probably 1 ocated. By 
16 July 5 imm. were recorded. Last report: for the station, 201 
on 16 Sept. BONAPARTE'S GULL. 30 on 27 April. Birds (60) 
reappeared on 16 June which may represent unsuccessful breeding 
m- bacr.elors bird followed by another 10 on 18 August. Numbers 
signifigantly increase to 150 by 29 Sept whict-, is our last 
•·-eport. F:I~JG-BILLED GULL. First report: 3 on 25 March and not 
r·epcwted unti 1 28 April ( 10). Numbers of this gull never appea•
e;-:cessi vel y abundant on the south side dut'"'i ng spring. Summer 
r-eco~-ds: 40 on 28 June. Fall <August) numbers at the Obse~-vatot-y 

inct-ease lfJhich includes imm. ElsettJhere, on tt-1e lake., 250 on 13 
May. CALIFORNIA GULL. First report: 5 on 1 April; numbers do not 
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Table 3. Cooparison of 1983 and 1984 spring arrival and departure dates for shorebirds at Beaverhill Lake, AB 17. 

1983 !984 1983 1984 

) 
First Date First Date Last Date Last Date 
Sighting Sighting Sighting Sighting Status 

Black-bellied Plover 9 May 13 !'lay 2 June 6 June M 
Lesser Golden-Plover 9 May 12 May 17 May 20 May M 
Seoipal•ated Plover 8 May a May 13 May M 
Piping Plover 8 May v 
Killdeer 24 Apri I 27 March 13 August 30 Sept R 

Aaerican Avocet 24 Apri I 15 April 17 August R 

Greater Yel!owlegs 9 May 23 Apri I 2 October 3 June R? 
Lesser Yellmdegs 15 April 2 October 30 Sept R? 
Solitart Sandpiper 5 ttay 13 May M 
oil let 9 t!ay 3 May 4 Sept 18 August R 
SpotteG Sandpiper 23 May 13 May v 
Upland Sandpiper 27 May ? 
Whiabrel 17 May 11 May M 
Hudsonian Godwit 23 April 3 May 24 April 20 May M 
Marbled 8odwlt 24 April 22 April 29 Sept R 
Ruddy Turnstone 15 May 13 May 25 May 2 June M 

Red Knot 8 May 12 May 2 June 2 June M 
Sanderling 9 May 13 May 6 June 2 June M 
Seoipaloaied Sandpiper 9 May 11 May 23 May 26 May M 
Least Sandpiper 23 May B May 21 May M 
tte-ruoped Sandpiper 19 May M 

-Daird 's Sandpiper 28 May 13 May 10 July M 
Pectoral Sandpiper 30 April 3 Apri 1 22 May M 
Dun lin 28 April 15 May M 
Stilt Sandpiper 9 May 11 May 22 May 29 May M 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper 29 May V? 
Short-billed Dowitcher 9 May 12 May M 
Long-billed Dowitcher 9 May 13 April 21 May M 
Cammon Snipe 24 April 19 April 2 October 30 Sept R 

Wilson's Phalarope 9 ~ay 8 May 13 June 10 July R 
Red-necked Pharalope 17 "ay 21 "ay M 

Note: 
1"1= 1igrant: adequate numbers •ere reported in each year. 
'!= Yisitor: only one report for both years; single bird. 
V>= based on data for both years, •hen it was reported once. This species is known and reported yearly. 
R= resident: is kno•n to breed in the area. 
R?= species is seen through breeding period but has never been found in breeding condition. 
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indicate great atiLtndance during spring. Fall: 125 
last report from the Observatory. HERRING GULL. 1 
Many unidentified gulls were seen; no attempt 
species was made by observers. 

on 25 August 
on 21 Apri 1. 
to recognise 

COMMON TERN. First record: 11 on 12 May. Peak<?> 12, 19 May, 
thereafter numbers decrease to single birds. Another increase 
(10) on 16 JLtne. Last report: 4 on 16 Sept. FORSTER'S TERN. First 
report: 2 on 5 May; thereafter, ones and twos. Summer high: 5 on 
16 July. Species known to breed on Lister Lake. BLACK TERN. First 
Record: 1 on 13 May <TTl increasing to 20 (26 May) to fours, 
fives and si>:s during July. Last record: 2 on 14 August. MOURNING 
DOVE. 2 on 13 May <PF'l, several east of lake and a pair near the 
lake on 15 May<PMl. 
GREAT HORNED OWL. One or two (a probable 
throughout the spring and summer. Four were 
August, all hooting. SNOWY OWL. 1 on 17 March. 
First report: 1 on 17 March. 4 on 22 March. 
NORTHERN SAW-WHET OWL. 1 on 30 Sept <migrant). 
2 on 20 May. 

pair) were seen 
reported on 25 

SHORT-EARED OWL. 
1 on 25 August. 

COMMON N I GHTHALoJ~:. 

BEL TED KINGFISHER. 1 on 17 August. YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER. 1 
banded, 24-30 May <EJ). DOWNY WOODPECKER. 2 on 8 May; a pair 
reported through period; highest number 4 on 30 Sept. Five 
banded: 1 AHY/M, 1 AHY/F, 2 HY/U, 1 HY/M • HAIRY WOODPECKER. One 

~---heacd_oo_L!'"la~. NORTHERN FLICKER._Spci_n_g_r:_ep_or:_t_:_1_on 29 Apri 1: 5 
) <high?> on 5 May; thereafter ones and twos. Last recorded: 1 on 

28 June. 

) 

5.2.6 Flycatchers to Thrushes: 22 species. 

WESTERN WOOD-PEWEE. First Spring report: 1 on 19 May. 2 on 26 
May. Summer report: 1 on 16 June. Not obvious this year. EJ 
banded 6 from 24 to 30 May. BBO banded two: both AHY, M 8< F. 
TRAILL 'S <Alder l FLYCATCHER. First report: 1 banded AHY-F, 26 
May; 2 present on 16/17 June; reappeared(?) mid (17) August, 2 
banded, all HY-U. Last report: 1 banded U-U, 25 August. 
LEAST FLYCATCHER. First report for Spring: 18 on 19 May. 40 
<high?> on 26 May. EJ banded a total of 160 between 24 to 30 May. 
Well represented at the station dLtring summer and in August. Last 
report 26 August. See Ebel <1985. Beaverhill Bin;l Banding Station 
1983 Report. EN. Vol 13<1>.> for discussion on this species. In 
1984 the peak occurred in the week 22-28 May. SAY'S PHOEBE. 
Spring report: 1 on 8 and 13 May. EASTERN KINGBIRD. First report: 
3 on 2 June. 4 on 16 & 28 June. 5 on 10 July. Fall and last 
report: 10 on 17 August. HORNED LARK. Spring report: 100 on 22 
March <DD>. 150 on 25 March and dropping to 1 by 9 May. Two+ 
recorded on 29 May, <RW> is the last report. TREE SWALLOW. First 
report: 2 on 22 April with numbers increasing to 108 on 6 May 
(high?). Numbers declined dramatically the following day to 10 
birds. By 20 May 50 were reported which suggests a second wave to 
the area. As before the numbers dropped the follov1ing day and 
held between 20 and 30 adLtlts for June and July. By 28 June 87 
young were banded. See graph for swallow occurrence and 
distribution. !3ANK SWALLOW. First report for year: 35 on 20 May 
(high?) Last report: 2 on 16 June. They feed on occasion over the 
south shore. Evidence for a nearby colony is 1 ac king. CLIFF 
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SWALLOW. First reported: 35 on 20 May. The Amisk Bridge is the 
largest colony near the Observatory. On 1 and 10 July, 175 and 
200 + birds were estimated while a total of 22 were banded. Last 
report: 2 on 25 ALtgust. BARN SWALLOW. First report: 1 on 5 May. 
24 on 6 May. Numbers vary and shovJ great fluctuation. Some 
weekend swallovJs number 1 (26 May> while other times as many as 
25 many be seen (1 July). Last report: 18 on 25 August. This 
species is the last of the swallows to leave the area, lingering 
well into September in some years. 
BLUE JAY. First report: Singles, 29 April and 20 May; 17,25,26 
August. BLACK-BILLED MAGPIE. Although a resident it is not common 
nor abundant at the Observatory. 2 on 29 April and also for the 
other eight times it was spotted. AMERICAN CROW. First Report: 4 
on 1 Apri 1. 10 on 14 Apri 1. Largest number reported: 70 on 18 
ALtgust. Last date: 1 on 28 Sept. As a rule they are not abundant 
in the Observatory area; numbers greater than 10 are rarely 
recorded. 
BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE. Regular resident of the station making 
tht:::ms~l ves scare dur-ing the summer until August when many more 
numbers are heard, seen and banded. First report: 2 on 14 April 
BOREAL CHICKADEE. 3 banded, 24 September; Rare occurrence in the 
area. RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH. Appear to move through the area in 
ALtgust and September. Fi~-s·t report:: 1 on 26 P:ugust. 3 on 16 
Septembet-. 1 on 24 September. HOUSE vJREN. First repol"ted: 2 on 
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19 May; thereafter regui ar. Y oung--'n1 liesl bo,·. b, 28----Jt~r..e-.--By-1.-f.;_ ___ _ 
July, 5 ad and 14 banded young. Last report: 1 on 16 September. 
MARSH WREN. First reported: 2 on 6 May; thereafter regular. Last 
report 1 on 29 September. !>Jill also linger into first hal·F of 
October or later, if weather is suitable. SEDGE WREN. 1 on 16 
July. RUBY-CROWNED kiNGLET. Spring report: 1 on 29 April and Fall 
report: 1 on 30 September; both bit-ds banded. HEF:~"IIT THF:USH. 
First Spring report: 1 on 29 April. 3 on 5 May last repm-t .. 
AMERICAN F:OBIN. First sighting: 2 on 14 April; not numerous nor 
abundant in the station area. 

5.2.7 Thrashers to .Warblers: 23 species. 

A single GRAY CATBIRD, also the only catbird ·for the year was 
reported on 25 August <RS>. WATER F'IPITS (6) were reported by BBD 
observers on 14 and 29 April. Last r~port was 19 May when only a 
single bird vJas r,eard. F'A ~t-Jas the only one to r-epot-t 2 SF'_8.AG~IE~$~ 

F'IPIT~ for the spring period <27 May). 
One CEDAR WAXWING was banded on 17 June \ASY-Ml wili ch also was 
the first report for tile year. The high for the year occurred on 
the 18 August \10); last report 26 August (5). A NORTHERN SHRIKE 
(or shrike sp> was recorded on the 29 Sept. PM noted a possible 
<attributed to time period) LOGGERHEAD SHRH:E on the 16 May 
sitting on the wire longside Rowan's Route. ~UF:OPEAN STAF:LING w~s 
not common or abundant in the station area; two on 6 Msy; high 
(11) on 9 May; and 2 on 10 July. 

EJ is the only bander to report SOLITARY VIREO for the Beaverhill 
Lake area. He capt~re one between 24-30 May. WARBLING VIREO 
normally apprear before the other vireo species. Evidence for the 



) 
presence of l!Jar~bling \.Jir-eos (2) occurred in the station ar-ea on 
19 May.They were a regular breeder although not abundant as one 
and two's were often encountered. Maximum of 5 was recorded an 
the 16 June. First caught on the 26 May and the last banded on 
the 17 August. In total 4 banded. In contrast EJ banded 13 
between 24-30 May. The ovet- all totals between 1983 and 1984 is 
slightly less or 22 vs 17, respectively. RED-EYED VIREO were 
reported for the station area on 2 June and throughout the month 
in one's and toJo's. EJ banded 2 Red-eyed Vireos between 24-30 
May; none were banded by BBO members. 

EJ banded 19 TE~.INESSEE WARBLEF':S on the nor·th east side of 
Beaverhill Lake between 24 and 30 May. The only June report comes 
from PM who reported a single bird near Lister Lake on the 3rd. 
One vJas reported by BBO per·sonel in the station area on 1 July 
and one banded (AHY-F> on the 25 August .. Earliest r-eport of a 
(JI":BW~.I::-CF:OoJNED vJAF:BLER fm- the Beaverhill area is from EJ who 
banded one between 24-30 May. No other reports or records until 
16 Sept. when BBO banded a HY-U bird. YELLOW WARBLERS arrived on 
the 13 l'lay. By the 19th 2 (AHY-M ~' F> were banded while the 
ma:·:imum counted (14) for the area occured two days later-. From 
2'1.-:::;oth EJ handled 64 birds, considerable more birds than the 
number-s captured by banders at the station. Banding and censusing 
for the fall migration period resumed on the 17 August. From this 
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only adult banded. The last report was on 16 Sept; it was a HY-F. 
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Ths· first report for- YELLOW-RUMPED <Myrtle) oJAF:BLEF: occurred on 
the 8 May and the 19th troey were much in evidence. Ten were 
banded by station personnel for the month of May while EJ 
,-s·cor-ded 37 for the pet-iod 24-30 May. By the last week in May 
they have left the station area only to reappear the 16 Sept when 
3 adults wet-e banded and one was seen. EJ recorded the only F'ALM 
l~f;PBLER_ f ot- the 1 ake area on the 24 May. BLACKPOLL oJARBLEF:S seen 
to pass through along the east side of the Lake between the 25 
<:ond 27 ~lay as bot8 htati ons (EJ) banded adults. For AMEF:I CAN 
f:EDSTART, OVENBIRD, NOF:THERN WATEF:THRUSH, MOURNING oJARBLER see EJ 
results Table 2. COMMON YELLOWTHROATS were banded by EJ <3, 24-30 
May) and a single one recorded on 28 June , 1 July and 16 July. 
One WILSON'S WARBLER was banded by EJ between 24-30 May and BBO 
banders also managed to capture a single bird on the 17 August. 
To finish the warblers for the year (and us) EJ netted the only 
C8.[<AD_B l.JAF~BLER sometime between 24-30 May. 

5.2.8. Tanager to Emberzines: 18 species. 

WESTERN TANAGER. 1 banded, 19-26 August, EJ. A single 
F:OSE-BF:EPoSTED GROSBEAK the only spring and only report occurred 
on the 19 May. Our earliest Spring report of TREE SPARROWS 
occurred on 1 April <40). This number dropped to 1 by the 29 tt-, 
and remained at a single bird to the last (5 May). From the 14 to 
the 29 Ap~il three were banded but in the fall migration 20 were 
netted on 29 and ::so Sept. This also is the earliest t-eport fat
the migration period. A yearly total of 10 CHIPPING SPARROWS were 
banded by BBO personnel while EJ banded 22 for his yearly total 
between 19-26 August. By the 19 May they are well represented 



and soon disappear where only a few remain by the last day of the 
month .. A single summer report occurred on 28 June and another
single HY-U on 25 August. CLAY-COLORED SPARROWS are regular 
abLtndant residents breeding througt-.out the area. A total of 26 
birds were banded at the Observatory ~•hi 1 e EJ at his station 
handle 90 birds between 19 to 26 August. Earliest date: 19 May; 
last date: 26 A·ugust. VESPER SPARROW. First reported on 6 May 
(2): last day 25 August (2). Not common but regular in the 
Obset-vatory area. Ma><imum number reported is two. LARK BUNTING. 
15 May- t•JHo. This species is a straggler to the entire Beaverhill 
area. Breeds or occurs further south as far north as Brooks C?>. 
Sf:l.VANNAH SF'ARROW. Earliest date: 22 Apri 1 (4 l- MD. By the 29 
April BBO personnel recorded 10 on their census and their after 
they become abundant and common. Last date, 1, 29 Sept. LE 
CONTE'S SPARF:OW. Earliest date: 29 Apt-il. Highest numbet-
reported: 16 on 21 May. Last date: 1 on 16 Sept. SHARP-TAILED 
fJPAFmDJ<L,_ First Date: 24 May-EJ, e:.:treme. 6 on 28 June. Last date: 
2 on 16 Sept. This resident bird is often found in association 
with bulrushes that dot the lakeshore. 
EiOJ:ii:2_ __ Sf:·AF'ROI>.I. First Date: 1 on 5 l"'ay. Last report: 1 on 2 June. 
Census3. ng and var-ious r-eporter-s suggested that this species vJas 
not common in the area. LINCOLN'S SPARROW. First report' 1 on 19 
May; Summer record: 1 on 1 July; Last date; 4 on 25 August. 
\~H_ITE-THF:OATED SF'AF:ROvJ. First report: 2 on 19 May. Summer report: 

-J""----1 oil z June. Last 'epor-t-:--2 on 1-6 Sep-t.-----..JIIITE GR8WNEH--SP-AHR.Q11J, 
First report: 1 on 21 April <High?). 4 on 13 May. Fall dates: See 
r~J banding results. HARF:IS. SPARROvJ. 2 on 24 May <EJ). DAF:f<-EYED 
_\Sl_;jte--colored) JUNCQ,___First report: 1, 29 April. Fall Repot: 1 
on 17 August. Last report: 1 on 30 Sept. LAPLAND LONGSPUR._ First 
t-eported 24 !•larch <DDl. 12 on 25 March. High (?): 900 on 15 
Api-il. Last spring report: 10 on 29 April. Fall report' 3 on 16 
Sept. There is some suggustion that this species may overwinter 
in some yeat-s in the BeaveF"hill Lake area Small flocks we1.-e 
encountel-ed during November and mid-December. SNOW BUNTING. First 
winter/spring report: 1000 on 8 April. Late spring report: 2 on 
1:::; 1··1ay. 

) 

5.2.9. Bobolink to House Weaver <Sparrow): 8 species 

BOBCJLONI<q_ are a relatively recent addition to the avifauna of 
Beaverhill Lake. There is at least one known colony, located at 
the north west corner of Kallal Meado~•s, and possibly anotr,er 
colony, although not confirmed, somewhere on the west side of the 
lake. The exact location has never been revealed to BBO 
personnel. It is important that tr.ese areas be monitored and 
adequately documented to assess the stability of the population. 
The 10 July was the last date that Bobolinks were seen at Kallal 
Meadows. Their absence corresponded to the recently mowed grasses 
by the owner. 

In ·f utu1,....e yeEu--s gt-eater- effort should be made by observer-s to 
document the arrival dates for the various age classes in 
REJL-t•JINGED and YELLot~-HEADED blackbirds. The meado~Jl ar-k at-rives 
in the ar-ea relatively early but for some unknolt"J reason its 
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departure is less well known. 

The presences of BREWER'S and RUSTY blackbirds and grackles are 
acknowledged in the lake area but their seasonal occurrence, 
ar-,.-ival and departure dates are obscure and vJanting. This may 
reflect observer reluctance to correctly identify blackbirds. 

HOUSE W!'::AVERS ( SparrovJ) are occasionally seen or heard in the 
station area but as a rule they are not present. With the advent 
of bird boxes in the crown lands it is suspected that they will 
become more numerous. 
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