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1.1 

Section 1 - Introduction 

Location of the Station 

Beaverhill Lake is located north-east of Tofield, approximately 
70 kilometres south-east of Edrronton, Alberta. The centre of ac
tivities for the Beaverhill Observatory (BEO from now on) is a 
site chosen in 1984, located at the south-east corner of the lake 
(S 3, 22 N, 112 30 W; lM 1 and &W 1 2 Twp 51 Rge 18 W4M) ap
proximately three-quarters of a mile west of Lister Lake (for
merly "A" Lake). Up to five bird banders (including present BEO 
members) have banded there since at least 1980. 

1.2 Objectives 

The Beaverhill Lake Bird Banding Station became a committee of 
the Edrronton Bird Club and officially the Beaverhill Bird Obser
vatory in 1984 when the objectives were defined at a meeting as 
follows: 

a) to conduct studies of migrant and resident birds and other as
pects of natural history, at Beaverhill Lake, in the Province 
of Alberta and elsewhere, and to publish the results of such 
studies; 

b) to make the facilities of the Observatory available to amateur 
and professional biologists and students who are carrying out 
appropriate observations and research work; 

c) to engage in educational activities related to the work of the 
Observatory; 

d) to promote the preservation and conservation of Canada's 
natural heritage with special emphasis on the Beaverhill area 
of Alberta; and 

e) to cooperate with organizations with similar objectives. 

1 . 3 Operations and Achievements 

In 1986 the Observatory was operated for 107 days (mostly week
ends) from April 6 to September 14 (CCIIIq?Cired to 25 days in 1985) 
for a total of 380 participant days of activity. Sixty-eight 
vol1.mteers helped out at one time or another through the year and 
over 220 visitors were greeted and informed of the BEO and its' 
objectives. Bird banding was dem::mstrated whenever possible. 

A big step was taken with the completion (August 14 - 22) of the 
first permanent building at the Observatory site - a bird banding 
laboratory - thanks to a tremendous effort by a number of BEO 
members and friends. A house trap for blackbirds was built on 
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March 24 and put to use for IIOSt of the year and another was 
started on July 16. 

1.4 Projects 

As the various projects progressed, it has becaDe awarent that 
they separate into two types: 

1) The "core" projects - mich are intended to build up (over the 
years) a large base of information on the bird population at 
Beaverhill Lake, relying on the participation of many members 
without requiring a large auw:runt of field work fran airf one 
individual. They consist of: 

a) Bird Banding (Coordinator - Rainer Ebel) 
b) Bird M::>nitoring (Coordinator - Rainer Ebel) 
c) Nest Records (Coordinator - Geoff Holroyd) 

2) Special projects - which are 110re restricted in scope and are 
usually carried out by a single person (with assistance from 
other members), enabling a 110re consistent and rigorous scien-
tific approach. This year the "special" projects in progress 

~--:-}-----------..we.,.I'"'"e~:~- -~-- ~~~~~~~~~~~-

) 

a) Habitat selection and polygamy in the House Wren - M. Quinn 
b) Male parental care and 110nogamy in Tree SWallows - P. Dunn 
c) Duck and Raptor nest boxes - K. Grantmyre 
d) SparrcM surveys - R. Jones 
e) Cliff/Barn SWall~ surveys - R. Ebel 
f) Water levels - R. Ebel. 

At the 110ment the "special" projects are expected to be either 
short term (i.e. a few years in length) or of short duration 
in each year (i.e. not requiring extensive periods of intense 
field work) . Any one of these (and other proposed) projects 
has the potential to develop into a substantial portion of the 
yearly activities at the BOO, but the Jllaili?CMer available is 
likely to have a limiting effect on this possibility. Because 
of the delay in producing this year's Annual Report, the 1986 
project report sunmaries are being combined with those for 
1987, to appear in the 1987 Annual Report. 

Some of the other projects proposed or initiated in previous 
years but not worked on in 1986 are: 

1) M:mlting sequence in vireos- initiated by J. Lange, 1983. 
2) Techniques for determining age and sex in Savannah Sparrows -

initiated by R. Ebel, 1983. 
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3) Techniques for determining age and sex in a Western population 
of Clay-colored Sparrows - suggested, 1983. 

4) Identification of hand held Empidonax (Least, Willow and Al
der) Flycatchers -was to start in 1984 but did not. 

5) Colonial bird banding - see report "CormJrant and Pelican Sur
veys by the Provincial Museum" by P.H.R. Ste);D!Y in the 1985 
BBO Annual Report. 

Section 2 - Bird Banding 

2 .1 Introduction 

A large step-up in the banding effort this year made for a dra
matic increase (from previous years) in the number of birds 
banded - 1676 individuals {624 in 1985) of 56 species (36 in 
1985). Although this was mainly due to special projects on House 
Wrens and Tree Swallows, general banding also produced higher 
numbers and 110re species, and there were 110re returns captured 
than in all previous years combined. Continued accumulation of 
this data will yield important information on longevity, breeding 
location fidelity, migration routes and many other subjects. 

--- - -\----- -----~ 

) 

Independently from the BBO, Edgar Jones (EJ from now on) banded 
many birds on the east side of Beaverhill Lake, as he has for 
many years. For interest and comparison, his banding records for 
this area are included in Table 2. 

Table 1 (see Appendix) gives a list of the band numbers used by 
the BBO and EJ at Beaverhill Lake, for quick reference for those 
who find a banded bird. 

2 . 2 Information Recorded 

For each bird caught, operators at the station recorded age and 
sex (where possible), and species identity, to COIIIPlY with the 
official bird banding requirements and regulations as laid out by 
the Canadian Wildlife Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser
vice. The information collected was forwarded to the Bird Band
ing Office in Ottawa. 

Various measurements were taken and recorded, to assist in deter
mining the age and sex and sometilles even species of each bird, 
and other notes on the bird's condition were made, such as: 

1) presence of cloacal protruberance or brood patch; 
2) 110ul ting evidence; 
3) injuries - past or present; 
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4) miscellaneous remarks on plumage; 
5) unusual markings. 

Daily information about the banding operations was recorded 
separately which included: 

1) whether or not the housetrap was in use; 
2) what type of habitat the nets were used in; 
3) how many nets were up and for how loog (net-hours). 

Unfortunately this daily information was occasionally emitted 
making consistent measurements of mist-netting success rate dif
ficult. 

2 • 3 Metb:xis of Capture 

The approach to capturing birds for banding purposes follows tw:> 
lines at the BBO: 

1) General banding - where an effort is made to capture any and 
every bird that comes along by whatever means available. This 
year, the only means were mist-netting and house trap. 

-----)--------~~Specif-k--band.ing---where a specific-species--is--'targeted-t=
ally at nest sites), often as part of a special project. This 
year, captures were made by hand, at nest boxes and by 
mist-netting at the nesting area. 

) 

The importance of this distinction lies in the difference in 
types of information that can be indicated by the records - bird 
pcpulation fluctuations for example. 

2 . 4 Banding Schedule and Results 

2.4.1 General Banding 

The house trap was in operation for 14 days - from April 
20 to June 18, and fran August 31 to September 14 and ac
counted for a total of 45 birds banded: 

Br<:Mn-headed Cowbird - 19 
Red-winged Blackbird - 18 
Yellow-headed Blackbird - 7 
Starling- 1 

Mist nets were - used on 37 days from April 6 to September 
14 for a total of appraKimately 1805 net-hours (during 
June and July, net-hours were rarely recorded). Figures 1 and 2 
(see Appendix) show the weekly netting effort and success rate 
through the year. _ 
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All the general banding occurred in the 
immediate vicinity of the observatory site - or along the 
south shore of the lake close to the observatory. The 
mist nets accounted for 730 birds banded, of 50 species, 
with the 110st frequent species captured being Least Fly
catcher, YellCM WC!rbler, Clay-colored Sparrow, 
Black-capped Chickadee and Tennessee Warbler. 

2.4.2 Nest-site Banding 

Mike Quinn 1 s and Peter Dunn 1 s special projects on 
Wrens and Tree 5wallCMS resu1 ted in large numbers of 
birds being banded at nest boxes. A number of other 
were also banded at nests found through the summer, 
the annual capture of Cliff 5wallCMS was made at 
Bridge on June 7, combining for a total of 901 
banded: 

Tree swallow 431 at nest boxes 
House Wren 387 " 
Black-capped Chickadee 14 " 

House 
these 
birds 

and 
Amisk 
birds 

M::runtain Bluebird 1 " 
--~ -)~---~~r®h41e~iro-----r-,--captured by-namr----------------

Cliff SWallow 62 } at Amisk Bridge (mist-nets) 

) 

American Crow 4 } by hand at a nest 
Eared Grebe 1 } chased into a trap near its 

nest 

2. 5 Birds Banded 

2.6 

Table 2 (see Appendix) lists all the birds banded at Beaverhill 
Lake by both BBO and EJ in 1986. The highlights for the BBO were 
a Black-billed CUckoo (AHY/U) on July 1, a canada warbler (AHY/M) 
on August 14 and a Sharp-tailed Sparrow (AHY/M) on June 7. 

Retraps 

In general, birds retrapped at the sa~re location as banded are 
labelled "repeats" if it is less than 90 days later and "returns" 
if it is ~rore than 90 days later. At Beaverhill Lake this may be 
an unsatisfactory method of distinction since some birds are 
still heading north to breeding grounds in early June and are al
ready on the return trip in late July or early August. For this 
year, I have labelled all birds banded and retrapped in the sane 
year as "repeats" and all retraps that were banded in previous 
years as "returns". The only possible conflict occurs in a 
Black-capped Chickadee ( 1700 53954) banded on May 3 and retrapped 
on August 10 (Irore than 90 days later), but this individual was 
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also retrapped many times through the sunrner so it obviously 
wasn't a ''return''. 

2.6.1 Repeats 

There were 51 individuals of 12 species retrapped as "repeats": 

Species 

Least Flycatcher 

NUmber of 
different 

individuals 

6 
Black-capped Chickadee 11 
House Wren 5 
Warbling Vireo 3 
Tennessee Warbler 1 
Yellow Warbler 6 

Species 

Myrtle Warbler 
Clay-colored ~ 
Red-winged Blackbird 

NUmber of 
different 

individuals 

1 
5 
6 

Yellow-headed Blackbird 1 
Brc:Mn-headed Ca<roird 7 
American Goldfinch 3 

Of particular interest were the Tennessee Warbler ( 33 days 
between captures), a Myrtle Warbler (10 days between captures) 
and the American Goldfinches (all three banded the sane day 
- July 1 - and retrapped together 18 days later). The retrapped 

___ 1 _____ ____,v"'ireos exposed an~_i_Cien_tific~ti_on pro]Jlern_be_tween_warbling___and ______ _ 
T Philadelphia Vireos in the Fall. Two vireos that were 

retrapped on July 19 and identified as "Philadelphia" Vireos 
turned out to have been banded in June as Warbling Vireos (at 
which time they w:mld have been unmistakeable) . In view of 
this, together with the rarity of Philadelphia Vireos in the 
Beaverhill Lake area, it is quite possible that many, if not all 
the "Philadelphia" Vireos banded in the Fall were actually 
Warbling Vireos. 

) 

2. 6.2 Returns 

There were 24 returns from previous years -
five from 1984 and one each from 1983, 1981 
Table 3) . They consist of: 

8 - Cliff swallow 
5 - Yellow Warbler 
3 - Black-capped Chickadee 
2 - Least Flycatcher 
2 - House Wren 
2 - Clay-colored Sparrow 
2 - Savannah ~ 

16 from 1985, 
and 1980 (see 

It was interesting to note that both Least Flycatcher re
turns were from 1984 (none from 1985) and that both 
retrapped Savannah Sparrows were returns rather than re
peats. Returning Yellow Warblers formed a good proportion 
of the Yellow Warbler retraps (5 out of 11 or 45%) in 
spite of the large number of Yellow Warblers banded throughout 



3.1 

) 3.2 

- 7-

the year. Cliff swallows were retrapped only as re-
turns since they were captured only on one day out of the 
year. It is good to see that there are still a couple of 
old-timers aJ'JD!lQ them, including a possible lengevity record. 

2.6.3 Recoveries 

There was only one bird captured at the observatory this 
year that had been banded elsewhere (a "recovery") a 
Least Flycatcher, 1640 27486, Alrl/F, on May 24 and its' 
original banding location and date are 1lilknown as yet (a 
report has been sent to the Bird Banding Office). So far, 
we have not received any word of birds banded at the BBO 
and recovered elsewhere in the last couple of years. 

Addendum to 1985 Annual Report: A Tree swallow (910 
22300) retrapped on May 4 and June 22 in 1985 was a "re
covery" of a bird banded by J. C. Finlay, approximately 11 
miles north of Kingman, Alberta, on June 4, 1984, as an 
Alrl/F (i.e. it hatched in 1983 or earlier). At the time 
of the 1985 Annual Report, this infonnation was not lcrlam. 

Section 3 - Migration and Breeding Bird M:lnitoring 

Methods 

The sight records maintained by the BBO in the field notes are of 
three types: 

1) The daily census - run as often as possible on a route set up 
in 1984 that takes in all the different habitats in the obser
vatory area. 

2) The daily estimated totals - for the immediate observatory 
area (as described in the 1984 Annual Report) which includes 
the census route. This is an estimate of birds seen or heard 
during the day rather than the number of birds suspected to be 
present. 

3) Unusual records from other parts of the Beaverhill Lake area. 

The JroSt consistent censusing and tallying occurred in the Spring 
with hardly any records from late June and July and few from Au
gust and September. Perhaps observers and con
tributors experienced a certain am::runt of burnout over the Sllllller 

For breeding evidence, see Section 3.3. 

Species Accounts 

The following detailed accounts are intended to give a rough idea 
of the bird populations at Beaverhill Lake through the year 
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(April September). In broad terms, April featured 
spectacular waterfowl numbers (and an incredible migration of 
Snow Buntings), May provided the main variety of shorebirds, June 
and July were fairly quiet with interesting surprises, and 
August was the nr:mth for warblers (mainly caught in the nets). 
All records (except in Tables 4 and 5) are fran the observatory 
area unless otherwise indicated. For place names, refer to 
Beaverhill Lake Gazetteer, ~lished by the EdnDnton Bird Club 
in 1984. 

A total of 168 species were recorded in 1986. 

3. 2. 1 0 '"" n Lcx:n to Ruddy Ducic ( 33 species) 

See Table 4 for a SUIIIIlarY of the sightings through the 
year. It is apparent that the IIOSt uncolii!On species this 
year were Conm:m Loon and Ring-necked Duck, whereas Cin
nam:>n Teal have become one of the regular resident spe
cies. 

Ducks are rarely separated into species after the end of 
June because of their difficult eclipse plumage, but it is 
still amazing that no Green-winged Teal, Mallard, Pintail, 
Gadwall or Redhead were_recorded_af_ter_Ju,ne_1_L __ 

3. 2. 2 Bald Eagle to Sandhill Crane ( 17 species) 

Two adult Bald Eagles were seen on April 20 and a single 
bird was present on May 3, Northern Harriers were seen 
regularly in the Spring (April 20 - May 24) and Fall (Au
gust 14 - 23) but not in between although they probably 
nested locally. A maximum of eight were recorded on April 
26. There were two records of Sharp-shinned Hawks in the 
Spring on May 3rd and 24th (two birds each) and quite a 
few records in the Fall (August 2 - September 1) . Two 
Northern Goshawk were seen on april 26 and thereafter 
single birds on May 18, June 7 and August 30 (an ilranature 
bird). The only Coopers BaNe was one on May 3. 
swainson' s Hawks are scarce in the imnediate Observatory 
area a1 though they are CCAJiiLill in the surrounding farmland. 
The only records were singles on May 20th and 29th, and EJ 
banded three at a nest elsel<tlere in the Beaverhill Lake 
area on July 23. Red-tailed Hawks were seen frequently in 
Spring (April 6 - May 19) and on August 14th and 16th, 
with a maximum of 9 on April 26. Single Rough-legged 
Hawks were seen on April 20 and September 1 and an adult 
Golden Eagle was seen on May 2. American Kestrels are 
rarely seen around the Observatory but are conm:>n along 
nearby back roads. One was reported on July 28 and EJ 
banded one elseomere around the lake on May 29. Merlins 
were only seen in the Fall - single birds on 4 occasions 
(August 16 to September 15), including an unusually dark 
bird on September 14. Single Peregrine Falcons on April 
26 and May 4, a Gyrfalcon on May 4 and a large falcon on 
May 18 were am:mg the mre exciting sightings of the year. 
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A Ring-necked Pheasant on May 17 was unCODJD:lil for this 
area while Ruffed Grouse were reported many times between 
April 26 and June 1 (2 on May 24), and once on August 14. 

Soras are comnon in the marshes of the Observatory area 
but were only reported 6 tiDes (May 19 to August 16)_ with 
a maximum of 4 on June 7. American Coot were conm:m 
throughout the Sl.lllller (April 26 to August 16) - with a 
maximum of 70 on May 3. A spectacular migration of over 
3,000 Sandhill Cranes occurred on April 26 and 300 were 
still present the next day, dwindling to 1 on May 20, the 
last record in Spring. In Fall, 50 were seen on August 31 
and 60 on September 14th and 15th. 

3.2.3 Black-bellied Plover to Black Tern (32 species)· 

See Table 5 for a SUIIDIIai'Y of sightings through the year. 

Alrong shorebirds, a number of regularly ocClU'ring species 
(Lesser Golden Plover, Semipalmated Plover, ~ 
Turnstone and Baird's, Pectoral and Stilt Sandpipers) were 
sparsely reported, either from lack of birds or lack of 
observation activity. On the other hand, quite a few 

-.) 
------nnn--regalar-spec;ies-turnec:i--up Piping---Plover-, --so-l~~i~t~ary~--------

Sandpiper, Whimbrel and Hudsonian Godwit. In Table 5 

) 

dowitchers are lumped together since species 
identification was not always made. Hc:MeVer, 40 on May 9 
were identified as 1Qng-Billed Dowitchers and 10 on May 11 
were noted as Short-Billed Dowitchers. 

As in previous years, gulls were poorly docturented as to 
species - it is hard to believe that no Bonapartes Gull 
were seen . all year and that california Gulls were seen 
only once. 

3.2.4 Black-billed CUckoo to Northern Flicker (7 species) 

One of the highlights of the year was the presence of 
Black-Billed CUckoos in the sumner. One individual out of 
at least tw:> pairs was captured on July 1 and one was 
still present on August 14. Up to tw:> Great Horned OWls 
were present in Spring (April 6 to May 24) and were 
probably around all sumner but not reported, the only 
other report being of one on September 15. Short-eared 
OWls were occasionally seen hunting in the Observatory 
area (April 26 to August 23), and a Cormnon Nighthawk was 
seen flying about in broad daylight on May 20. EJ banded 
one elsewhere around the lake on May 24 . 

Yellow-Bellied Sapsuckers were only reported in May - tw:> 
on the 4th and one on the 17th, while Downy Woodpeckers 
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were only reported in late Sumner and Fall (July 1 to 
September 14} . Northern Flickers were reported in small 
numbers in Spring (April 26 - May 18}. 

3.2.5 Olive-sided Flycatcher to Barn swallow (13 species} 

Two reports of Olive-sided Flycatchers (1 on May 24 and 1 
banded on August 1} were urmsua.l since it is not regularly 
reported in the area. Single Western Wood Pewees were 
banded on May 24 and August 17 and were regularly noted 
between those elates. For the seccmd year in a reM, a 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher was caught in the nets (JUne 7} 
but this time not banded because the "O" bands were 
missing that clay. Alder Flycatchers were as usual 
regularly banded and recorded throughout the Su!llrer (May 
24 to August 24} mile Least Flycatchers were OIIU1ipresent 
as always and banded in large numbers (May 18 to August 
31}. Single Eastern Phoebes were reported on April 26 and 
May 3, followed by four reports of single Say's Phoebes 
(May 5 - 17} . Up to four Eastern Kingbird were seen 
through the Summer (May 17 - August 16} and EJ banded one 
on the east side of the lake on May 24, 

l'he--o!tly-repo! ts --of" HouiCd -tarln>iere 20 orr-Apr-~1 20--ana------
one on May 3. With so many nest boxes present, Tree 
SWallows were numerous in the Observatory area 
(April 26 July 30}. On July 30, an 
estimated 10,000 swallc:MS were observed flocking by the 
weir, made up of 5-10% Tree SWallCMS and 9Q-95% Bank 
SWallows (the only report for the year} and the report 
states that there had been m::>re there the previous 
weekend. An estimated 300 Cliff SWallows nested at Amisk 
Bridge as usual and were reported on June 7 men banding 
was carried out there. Barn SWallows were present in 
small numbers (May 4 - September 14} . 

3.2.6 Blue Jey to European Starling (19 species} 

SUrprisingly, the only report of Blue ~ was of one on 
September 15, mile Black-Billed Magpies were seen 
regularly (April 6 - September 14} and American Crows even 
I!Dre frequently, but none after August 16. As usual, 
Black-capped Chickadees were observed and banded in fair 
numbers fran April 26 an, but became IIDre abdundant in 
mid-August. Red-breasted Nuthatches were banded on May 18 and 
May 31 and one was reported on August 14. The House Wren was 
another species that benefitted from the increased number of 
nest boxes, and the first arrival was on May 18. Marsh Wrens 
arrived earlier on May 3 and were present in the marshes all 
SUJI'allE!r until August 16, with a maximum of 11 on May 19. A 
~-craomed Kinglet banded on May 4 was one of 'M:l caught that 
clay (the other died - one of only 'M:l casual ties for the whole 
year} , and the only record for the year. 
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M:runtain Bluebird were scarce in the Observatory area, 
reported only on May 9 and July 1 (singles). EJ banded a 
Veery on May 25 and a ~-cheeked Thrush on May 26 on the 
east side of the lake, for the only records of these 
scarce migrants. 5wainsons Thrushes were reported only 
between May 17th and 24th, but quite a few were banded in 
this time. On the other hand, Hermit Thrushes were noted 
frequently between May 3rd and 19th and on August 16, but 
only two were banded (May 3 and August 15). American 
Robins were present in small numbers from April 26 to July 
1. A Brown Thrasher reported on May 19th and 24th was not 
one of the regular species of the Observatory area. 

Three water Pipits on April 20 and singles on May 3rd and 
18th were the only reports of this species, and Sprague's 
Pipit was only reported once - (1) on May 5. Cedar 
Waxwings were present in small numbers from May 19 to 
August 14 with a maxinrum of 20 on May 24 , and EJ banded 
one on May 29 on the east side of the lake. A single 
Loggerhead Shrike on May 19 was the only report. European 
Starlings are (unfortunately) becoming m:>re numerous in 
the Observatory area, possibly due to the presence of duck 
nest-boxes, with up to 10 being seen regularly through the 

__ --'_)--____ Slll11'ler _(April_20_ .::__ July_1 J _. 

) 

3.2. 7 Vireos and Warblers (16 species) 

A Solitary Vireo seen on August 31, west of the Weir, was 
the only report for the year. Warblina Vireos were 
recorded in ones and twos throughout the surmner (May 19 -
August 30), with a maxinrum of five on July 1 and August 
15. The BBO and EJ banded a combined total of 31 during 
the year (compared to a combined total of 17 in 1984 and 
BBO total of six in 1985). Philadelphia Vireos were 
banded in unusually high numbers in August, but see 
Section 2.4 on a possible identification problem. EJ 
banded one (AHY/U) on May 24, at which time it would be 
unmistakeable. Red~ Vireos were noted in small 
numbers from May 24 to July 1, with a maxinrum of five on 
May 24. 

Tennessee Warblers were noted m:>re frequently than in 
previous years, with a maxinrum of 10 on May 24. BBO 
members banded 29 this year after many years of banding 
few if any. M::>st were caught in July and August with two 
caught on May 24. None were banded by EJ, whereas he 
usually catches fair numbers (10-20). This switch from 
previous years may be a result of a change in banding times (of 
year) . Single Orange-cr~ Warblers were noted on May 3 and 
September 15 and EJ banded one in May or June. Yellow Warblers 
appeared on May 17 and were, as usual, abundant throughout the 
surmner (maxinrum - 20 on May 19) and large numbers were banded. 
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See Section 2.4 for some interesting retrap data. Magnolia 
warblers were banded between August 14th and 24th, with a 
maximum of three on August 14, but there were no sight records 
otherwise. Yellc:w-Rt""?"£ (Myrtle) Warblers appeared on April 26 
(two) and were noted and banded regularly up to May 19 and from 
August 14 to September 15, with a maxiJJum of 12 on May 3rd and 
lOth. The only Western Palm Warbler was one banded at the 
station on September 14. Single Blackpoll warblers were noted 
on May 18 and banded on August 23 and September 1, mile E.J 
banded two (AHY/F and AHY/M) on May 22. American Redstart were 
banded in good numbers by BEO members - one AHY/F on June 3, and 
14 from August 14th to 24th, with a maxilwm of nine on 
August 23 - and E.J banded three (May 22 -25) • Ha-iever, there 
were no sight records otherwise. One foburning warbler was 
noted on June 7. Single Co!!m:m Yellowthroats were noted on 
May 20 and banded August 24 and September 14 by BEO members, 
while E.J also caught three (May 23 - 25) . A few Wilsons 
Warblers were banded between August lOth and 31st, with no 
other reports, and a Canada Warbler banded on August 14 was 
the only record for this species. 

3.2.8 Rose-breasted Grosbeak to SncM Bunting (16 species) 

___A__~breasied.___Groak__was._-IJOted--Oil---July-1---arld---D!'le---WaS------

banded on September 1 . Tree Sparrows were numerous in 
early April with 28 banded on April 6. The last record 
was of one on May 11 and there were no records from the 
Fall. Chipping Sparrows were present only briefly - two 
on May 18th and 19th - but E.J banded many on the east 
side of the lake in May and June. The first Clay-colored 
SparrcM appeared on May 3 and as usual it was abundant 
throughout the SUIIITer with the last record being one 
banded on September 14. Single Vesper Sparrows were noted 
regularly from May 4 to July 1 and ten on August 14. 
savannah Sparrows were conm:m throughout the SUIIITer (April 26 
- September 14) , with a maximum of 32 on May 19. LeContes 
Sparrows were only listed between May 18 and June 1, in fair 
numbers (eight on average), but they were probably present 
throughout the SUillller as breeding birds. One was banded 
on June 7. Sharp-tailed Sparrows are a specialty of the BEO 
area, being regularly heard in June, whereas elseM!ere in the 
general Edur:Jnton-Beaverhill Lake region they seem quite 
scarce. A maximum of eight were noted on June 7, incl_uding 
one that was banded. A Fox Sparrow was seen on September 15 
- a scarce migrant through the area. A few §2oo Sparrows 
were present through the S\.IJIIDer (April 6 - July 1) and three 
were banded on July 19. One or two Lincoln's Sparrt:MS were 
noted from May 3rd to 18th and five were seen on August 14. 
The last record was one banded on August 31. ~ te-throated 
Sparrows were present in the first half of May (4th - 18th) with 
a few being banded along with ~ite-crowned Sparrows lltlich were 
=re abundant in early May (20 on May 3) and were also seen in 
the Fall (September 14th and 15th). The first record of Dark~ 
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JlmCos was of ~ banded an April 6 (along with 
Tree Sparrows}. They remained only until May 4 (~} 
according to the field notes. Lapland LongsJ;urs were seen 
an April 6 (10, April 20 (50} and September 15 (17}. One 
of the IIDSt spectacular events of the year was a 
pllenomenal migration of Snow Buntings on April 20. Flocks 
of 3-5,000 flew over all day to settle an the ice (just 
off-shore} all along the south shore until there were an 
estimated 500, 000 - 1, 000, 000! Out of all these, BBO 
members managed to capture and band one individual. The 
numbers dwindled to 5, 000 an April 26 and 500 on May 3. 
After May 4, none were seen for the rest of the year. 

3.2.9 Bobolink to Hause SparrcM (13 species} 

Bobolinks were only seen on May 17 (~} and July 1 
(five}. They are regular Slllllller residents, if not 
actually breeding, in the fields just west of the gate to 
the Observatory area. Red~inged Blackbirds first 
appeared on April 6 and were annipresent for JOOst of the 
rest of the Spring and Sumner, with peak numbers of 100 an 
May 9. SUrprisingly, none were seen after July 1. Small 
mnnbers of Western Meadc:Mlark were observed regularly from 
April 6 (five} to .iuly 1 wnen a maxl.IIIUill or"15 were notea.------
Yellow-Headed Blackbirds formed a small portion of the 
resident blackbird population and were observed 
frequently from April 26 to June 7. Brewer's Blackbirds 
and Common Grackle are not regular residents of the 
Observatory area but were noted on June 7 (four at Amisk 
Bridge} and May 3 (one}, respectively. Brc:Mn-headed 
Cowbirds are one of the JOOSt conm:>n birds in the immediate 
Observatory area and were observed in fair numbers 
throughout the year (May 3 - July 1) , and a fledgling was 
caught by hand (for banding) on June 18. The Northern 
Oriole is another regular SUJIDiler resident (May 17 to 
August 15). 

Purple Finches were only seen for a couple of days in 
early Spring - May 3rd and 4th - and Pine Siskins were 
only re=rded once - one on May 19. American Goldfinches 
arrive later than JOOst of the Slllllller residents, the 
earliest record being June 7. They seem to stay in flocks 
for JOOst of the Sumner, with a maximum of 40 seen on July 
1 . Three of the birds banded on this day turned up on 
July 19 also. A pair of Evening Grosbeaks banded an May 3 
may have been the same ones seen on May 19 and July 1 in mich 
case there is a faint possibility that they nested nearby, 
although there is no habitat (according to IIDSt sources} anywhere 
close. The only House Sparrc:M noted was one on May 17. 

Addendum (received late}: 

A boat trip on June 14 at the north end of Beaverhill Lake (.JF, RE, 
and ME) to look for a Franklins Gull colony produced sorre interesting 
records but no gull colony. Instead, a fairly extensive grebe 
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colony was discovered at the east end of South Island, consisting of 
400+ Eared Grebes and 50 Western Grebes on nests. On a small island 
just to the north-east, YellCM Rails (seven heard) and Sharp-tailed 
Sparrows (10 - 15) were alxlorma.lly ccm0011. Also noteworthy were 40 
Hooded Merganser of which five were females and a pair of 
White-winged Scoter. 

An unusually marked spai"I"CM was caught in the nets an August 24 (JL 
and JF) and described in detail as well as photographed. It was 
concluded later that it was a partial albino Clay-colored Sparrow. 

3. 3 Nest Records 

There was no special effort made to find nests in 1986, but quite 
a few were discovered casually and mentioned in the field notes: 

Mallard nest with 12 eggs on May 9 
Killdeer nest with 4 eggs on May 9 
canada Goose on nest, May 2 -4, 15 young on May 19 
Bl=-inged Teal nest with 3 eggs, May 17 
European Starling, 4 young on June 7 

~-----~Nest-record--cards-were-fiH-ed--out-foF--a--number--of---nest-----bGx 

) nestings and sent to the Prairie Nest Record Scheme in Manitoba: 

) 

House Wren - 71 nests 
Black-capped Chickadee - 2 nests 
Tree SWallow - 15 nests 
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Appendix - Figures and Tables 

Figure 1: Weekly Mist-netting Effort in 1986 
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Figure 2: Weekly Mist-netting Success Rate in 1986 
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Table 1 
Bands Used by the Beaverhill Bird Observatory and 

Edgar Jcmes at Beaverhill Lake in 1986 

Beaverhill Bird Edgar Jones 
Observatory 

1660 80826-80900 1730 71012-71300 
1700 53378-53395 71308-71328 

53924-54000 71334-71339 
1720 49511-49600 
1750 41206-41900 

53701-53739 

940 24884-24900 940 32075-32106 
2010 99201-99451 

99501-99600 
99701-99723 
99801-99900 

921 19935-19974 961 51603-51613 ------ ___ " ___ 

1321 56661-56695 1321 54906 
1251 606 T::.-606 79 

762 34112-3414= 872 15548-15559 
34199 15567-15568 

1323 53996 983 45839 

a~~ 
LJ 47296-47299 765 93590-93592 

47201 

746 16667 

987 24814-24816 

608 32426 
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Table 2 
Birds Banded in 1986 at Beaverhill Lake by the 
Beaverhill Bird Observatory and Edgar Jones 

Species BBO EJ Species BBO 

Eared Grebe European Starling 2 
lesser Scaup Marbling Vireo 25 
Sharp-shinned Ha•k Philidelphia Vireo 12 
s~ainson's Hawk ' Red-eyed Vireo b 0 

Aaerican Kestrel Tennessee ~arbler 29 
Killdm 3 Orange-cro•ned ~arbler 

Sanderling 1 Yelle• ~arbler 93 
Seaipalaated Sandpiper 14 9 "agnolia ~arbler 5 
least Sandpiper 12 "yrtle ~arbler 21 
~ilson's Phalarope ~estern Palo ~arbler 

Black-billed Cuckoo Blackpoll ~arbler 2 
Great Horned 0•1 Aaerican Redstart 16 
Coaaon Nighthawk Coaaon Yellowthroat 2 
Do•ny ~oodpecker 3 ~ilsan's ~arbler I 

--miYFlm-H'tyatrtrer- -----£-am<~rlml1'r------J-

Western Wood Pewee 2 Rose-breasted Grosbeak 1 
Trai 11 's !AI Flycatcher 19 9 Aa. Tree Sparrot( 28 
Leas.t Flycatcher 21:- 1 f'C· 

"' Chipping Sparro• 2 
Eastern Kingbird Clay-colored Sparro~e 

., 
"" 

Tree S•a.ll o• 03 0 Savannah Sparrolii lu 
CliH Swallo• 6: LeConte's Sparro• 
Barn Swallow Sharp-tailed Sparrow 
American Crow ~ - Song Sparrow -" " 
Black-c•pped Chickadee 5~ 2 lincoln's Sparrow 4 
Red-breasted NuU1atc~; White-throated Sparro• I 

House ll'rEi: ~07 l Whlte-crowned Sparro• 
t'larsh Wren 4 Dark-eyed Junco 2 
Ruby-crowned K1ngle~ Snow Bunt wg 

~ountain Bluebird Red-•Jnged Blackbird ?" ·' 
Veery Yellow-headed Blackb1rd 7 
Gray-cheeked Thrush Bro•n-t,eaded Cowbird 32 
Swainson's Thrush 5 lrtorthern Oriole 8 
Herti t Thrush 0 Afer![an Ecldfinch 26 ' 
?.1:;-nca~: Rut;.r: ' E~'EI:l:"·~ Srosbea~ ' 
Ct?Ccr ll'a~·w1ng 

O< 
._,;:; S~EClES "" 

EJ 

b 

27 

2 
3 
' 0 

73 
bC 
11 
2 

' 

9 

2 

' 1! 

c 
Tot 2:: i::~~vHht.aL~ it76 '-

C:::!!:t;;-,t-: 
t~ 

-· 0 ~~-~ 



Specios Band nUJ.ber 

Least Flycatcher 
1630 05850 

05856 

CliH S••llo• 
891J 4 9612 
910 22092 
940 28787 

24848 
24858 
24860 
24872 

Blacl-capped Chickadee 
~--- I/()(} 53003 ) 53767 

53921 

Hol!se ~rer. 

1100 moo 
53732 

Yel1oo iorbler 
1700 53!50 

531~6 

53164 
53171 
53706 

Cl•y-colored Sparro• 
163ll 05218 
1700 53253 

Savinnah Sparro• 
940 14274 

24428 

) 
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Table 3 
Birds Retzapped as "Returns" in 1986 
at the Beaverhill Bird Observatory 

Originil Dati Dahs rotropped 
Age/Sex Date banded in 1986 

AHYIF Kay 27 1984 Aug 2 
AHYIK Kay 27 1984 Kay 25,31 

AHY/U Jun a 1980 Jun 7 
AHYIF Ju1 S 1981 
AHVIF Jul 1 1984 
AHYIK Ju1 14 1985 
AHY IF 
AHYIK 
AHYIF 

u1o Aug rr-IYEl~~-~ t;ugro;-n--
U/U Aug 25 1985 Kay 3, 17 
U/U Sep 21 Aug !5 

AHY /K Ju:1 2 1985 J~ ~ 7 
AHY/U Jun 7 Kay 31 

AHY /U Kiy 20 198: Jun 11 1 Jul 
1\HY /K Kay 21 Kay 24, 31 
AHY /F ftiy 26 Jul 1 
AHY/ft K•y 26 "ay· 25, 31 1 Jul 
AHY/K Jun 22 Jur: 2 

AHY /U K•y 22 1983 Kay 18 1 24 
AHY/ft Kay 18 1985 Kay 17 1 Jul 25 

AHY/K Kay 13 1984 Kay 19 
AHY/U Kay l q 1985 Kay 41 17 

c ..... ts 

Retr•pped as 'AHY/F' 

Retrapped as •AHY /'f-.'~ 

Retrapped as •AHY/~'! 

11700 55114 1n records) 



Species 

Couon Loor. 
Pied-billed Grebe 
Horned Srebe 
Red-necked Grebe 
Eared Srebe 
Western Srebe 

Aoencan ~hite Pelican 
Double-crested Cor1orant 
Aterican Bittern 
Great Blue Heron 
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Table 4 
Sight Records of waterfc:Ml 

at the Beaverhill Bird Obserl1iltory in 1986 

Spring: 
First Last 
date date 

nay 4 
nay 17 
Apr 26 
"ay 2 
nay 3 
nay 2 

May 3 
"'Y 3 
nay 3 
Apr 8 

nay 19 
Jun 1 
Jun 1 
1'\ay 25 
Jun 1 

Nu1ber of 
sightings 

3 
10 
3 
5 

l:J 

Fall: 
First 
date 

Aug 16 

Last 
date 

Nut.ber of 
sightings 

Sep 14 181 
Aug 31 IBI 
Ju! 1 191 
Aug 16 1111 

Black-cro•ned NigU Heron na~ 2 

)-~Tundra S•ar• 

__ _c:_Aug_2_3 __ I 121 

) 

~hite-fronted Goose 
Snow Sease 
Canada Seese 
Sreen-winge~ 1ea: 
t1allard 
Northern PHota:l 
Blue-~inged Te~l 

C1nna.ann Teal 
Northern Shoveler 
6ad.,li 
Atericar. M'i9eor: 
Canvasback 
Redr,ead 
Ring-neckEd Duck 
Lesser Scaup 
~hJte-•Inged Scoter 
CaJ~on Goldeneye 

Cc£ea~ ~ergar.ser 

;~=-:~~aste~ ~ergar:ser 

;.;.::. J~:J 

Apr 20 
Apr 20 
Apr 20 
P.pr 20 
Apr 26 
Apr 6 
Apr 6 
Apr 26 
"ay 3 
Apr 26 
Apr 26 
Apr 26 
"ay 2 
Apr 6 

"ay 9 
Apr 6 
nay 3 
Apr 6 

' "ay 3 
nay 18 

"'' 3 

!'lay 25 
Jur, 

Jun 

Jun 

"'' 11 

~ay 2 
Apr 2t !':at ~ 

!'l.a Y .., 

: r. the t a!) . 

3 
8 

" :., 

!4 

3 

Au~ 23 
Se~· 1 ~ 

Aug 23 ( l 5 l 

Au; 16 (131 

Aug 16 t13J 

Aug 16 !131 
Aug 16 (8: 

Aug 16 {14) 

Aug !t (8l 

,,..,. 
\. ~ i 

"aKilUI 
nutbers 

12 l"ay 121 
1 

~ !~ay 1\1 
30 !nay 241 

!2 !Aug 21 
8 ("''~ 31 
10 (~.i)' 241 
3 !~ay 31 

__ _:_9 _:_Ina y 1 91 

600 !Apr 261 
5000 <Apr 201 
3000 (Apr 2G: 
3000 (P.pr 2C :· 
22 Oki 4l 
lOOC \Apr 2C: 
50 (A~r 2CJ 
50 !Aug 161 
4 l~ay 181 
32 ~~~) 3) 
23 tna~ 251 
300 !Aug l6i 
9 !~ay 11 I 
50 {~d')' 24J 

2 
60 l~av 31 
3 l~a) 31 
18 !May 18) 

• !A;r !I 
50 (~.~r ~6) 

.:: !r.:', : s .1 



) 

) 

Specios 

Bl•ck-belliod Plover 
l•sser Golden Plover 
Seoipalo•ted Plover 
Piping Plover 
Killdeer 
A1erinn Avocet 
Greater Yellowlegs 
L••••r Yellowlegs 
Solitary Sindpiper 
Willet 
Spotted Sandpiper 
Whilbrel 
udsoni" God•i-t 

""bled God•i t 
Ruddy Turnstone 
Red Knot 
Sanderling 
Seoipal~<ted Sindpiper 
Least Sandpiper 
Baird's Sindpiper 
Pectorol Sandpipe• 
Sti 1 t Sandpiper 
Dowitcher sp. 
Couon Snipe 
Wilson's Ph•l•rope 
Red-necked Philarope 

Fronklin's Gull 
Ring-bill•d Gull 
California Gull 
Co110n Tern 
Forster's Terr. 
Eiac~ Tern 
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Table 5 
Sight Records of Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns 
at the Beaverhill Bird Observatory in 1986 

Spring: Fill: 
First lut Nulber of First lut Nuober of 
d•te dite sightings dite dite sightings 

"ay 24 "'Y 2~ 2 Aug 23 Sep I 2 
hy~ "'Y 17 2 
"ay 18 Sep 1 
"'Y 20 
Apr 6 Aug 16 (181 
Apr 26 "'Y 25 ) 

Apr 20 Apr 26 2 Aug 16 Sep 14 4 
Apr 26 "'Y 19 5 Aug 16 Sep 14 3 

Aug 14 
Apr 26 Aug 23 I Ill 
"'Y I 7 Sep 15 151 
"ay I 7 

---114y-3----
Apr 26 Sep 14 ( 131 

Aug 23 1 

"'Y 17 "'Y 24 2 Sep 15 
"'Y 24 "ay 25 ' Aug 16 Sep 15 3 ' "'Y 11 P!~y 25 6 Sep 1 

"•r 11 "ay 24 5 

"'Y 20 I 
"ay 9 "'Y 2D 3 

Sep Sep 14 2 

"'Y 4 ~ay 25 • Sep Sep 15 2 ' Apr 26 Aug 23 191 

"'Y 9 Jul 1 181 

"'Y 11 "ay 25 • 
" 

Apr 20 Aug 23 1131 
Apr 6 Jun 7 9 
Apr 20 1 
Apr 26 Jun 8 

"' y 11 Jul i6l 

"'Y 9 Aug 16 II 01 

h.;. Under 'Hu•ber of s1ghtings • for the fali 1 nu1bers in brackets are for the Mhale yEa~. 

"iliiUI 

Nuabers 

28 l"•r 241 
50 l"•r 171 

1 

50 IJul 28! 
12 l"•r 1 n 
S !Aug 16! 
50 I"•Y 41 

1~ 

10 ("'' 41 
2 
2 

30 ( Ju 1 !) 

-' 
16 !Ser 1 ~ ~ 

~CD !Pier 2~: 

14 l"•r IiI 

12 ( Plii ·r I! 

82 (Sep ,. ' .•. 
5 (~oiy ~) 

19 !Jun 7l 
1500 l~;y 24, 

30 l"ay 24! 
!DO !Apr 26' 

3 
5 I"'Y lEI 
15 l"i) 24! 
74 l"ay 24! 
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Participants and Ackncwledge•ents 

The following BEO members held federal Bird Banding permits in 1986 and 
were the principal banders through the year: Peter Dunn, Rainer Ebel, 
Jim Faragini, Geoff Holroyd, Jim Lange, Gerry ~ting, Mike Quinn. 

They were assisted at various times by: Elizabeth Beaubien, Matthew 
Ebel, Karl Grantmyre, Michael Holroyd, Roger Janes, Dorothea Jones, Val 
Kinjersk.i, Pat McKeating, Renata Osterwaldt, Christine Reid, France 
Royer, Shirley Talavia. 

Other people involved in BEO activities were: Lou carbyn and family, 
Peter, Linda and Eric Kirshaw, Alison Kuzyk, Brent Larson, Chel 
Macdonald, Larry O'Brien, Holly Thomas, Leslie wakelyn. 

A special thanks to Jim Faragini and Jack Blackburne and the many others 
who helped put up the frarre of the Lab. 

The BBO also wishes to thank the Edmonton Bird Club, the Edmonton 
Natural History Club and the Federation of Alberta Naturalists for their 
continuing--support--ooth-financia-ny~~in-terms---uf-pub1:icity;--~- ---------

The editor wishes to thank Rainer Ebel and Geoff Holroyd for their 
assistance and advice in producing this report. 


